
10 things you need to
know about SMETA 6.0.

Sedex launched SMETA 6.0 in April 2017 

It’s the latest version of the world-leading Sedex Members Ethical Trade Audit (SMETA) format, 
which aims to help businesses and their supply chains streamline the monitoring and reporting 
of their ethical trade practices. It was refreshed to bring the requirements up-to-date, to 
incorporate stakeholder feedback and to strengthen the format. Read LR’s quick overview of the 
key things you need to know about the SMETA 6.0 procedure.  

Care is taken to ensure that all information provided is accurate and up to date. 
However, Lloyd’s Register accepts no responsibility for inaccuracies in, or changes to, information. 
Lloyd’s Register is a trading name of Lloyd’s Register Group Limited and its subsidiaries. 
For further details please see www.lr.org/entities © Lloyd’s Register Group Limited 2019.

i
Download the documents here:
https://www.sedexglobal.com/products-services/smeta-audit/ 

SMETA 6.0 started 
on 1 June 2017 for 
all new audits.

There is equal usage of 2 and 4-pillar audits. 
The 2-pillar audit covers 
labor standards and 
health and safety. 

The 4-pillar audit also covers 
the environment and 
business ethics.

New topics include:

• Universal rights – 
 covering the United Nations 
 Guiding Principles (UNGP) – 
 which forms an introduction   
 to human rights assessment.

• Responsible recruitment – 
 increasing transparency for recruitment practices 

throughout the full supply chain.

• Measuring workplace impact – indicators to 
demonstrate the perspective of the workforce.

• Land rights – including legal tenure and consent.

Areas strengthened:

• Auditors can now raise non-conformities against 
 the business ethics requirements. 
 In the past they could only make observations 
 or demonstrate good examples.

• Questions have been added to show the 
methodologies used to calculate the living wage.

• Questions have been added relating to the 
 UK Modern Slavery Act 2015. 
• An increased focus on monitoring 
 emissions and waste.
• Corrective actions must address 
 the root cause of NCs.
• Transshipment is now 
 included to assure the 
 origin of materials.
• Stronger requirements for 
 fire safety.

As a member of Sedex, Lloyd’s Register 
delivers SMETA 6.0 audits to help you improve 
your responsible sourcing practices. 

Find out more at lr.org/uk
or email enquiries.uk@lr.org
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There has been no change 
to the number of auditor 
days prescribed.

Further guidance has 
been added to the Best 
Practice Guidance about 
auditor quality and 
individualism of reports.

The report structure 
has been changed so that 
now the first 4 pages 
give a summary of the 
overall report.

The main SMETA documents 
are available in English, 
Spanish and Mandarin 
for Sedex members. 
The report and Corrective 
Action Plan Report (CAPR) 
will need to be produced in 
dual language where necessary.

9 SMETA is not a pass or fail audit. 
The non-conformances, observations 
and good examples are a way 
to help a site improve and 
build on good practice.

SMETA is an open source 
approach – you don’t have to 
be a Sedex member to use 
the methodology. 

Summary 

http://lr.org/uk

