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Introduction 
This briefing aims to provide a short, informative summary of the key items on the agenda for the IMO Marine 
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 73) which are relevant to the work of Lloyd’s Register. The meeting will take 
place 22-26 October 2018. 
 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Decisions of other bodies 
(Agenda item 2) 

MEPC 73 will review the outcome of LEG 105, MSC 99, FAL42, TC 68 and C 120.  In particular, the following are 
requested: 
– By MSC 99 

– Consider the invitation to contribute, as appropriate, to the regulatory scoping exercise on maritime 
autonomous surface ships by undertaking a review of the instruments under the purview of MEPC; 

– Consider any relevant decisions made by MSC 99 in regard to its work on maritime autonomous surface ships, 
with a view to harmonising the results of respective regulatory scoping exercises; 

– Concur with the action taken by MSC 99 to amend the List of certificates and documents required to be carried 
on board ships, 2017 (FAL.2/Circ.131-MEPC.1/Circ.873-MSC.1/Circ.1586-LEG.2/Circ.3).  

IMO Marine Environment Protection Committee  
Seventy-third session (MEPC 73) 
 

Overview of discussions  
The following key discussions expected at MEPC 73 will have an impact on current practices. These can be found in 
detail under the relevant subject headings below: 
 
– BWM Convention:  Contingency plan and commissioning survey are high profile discussions. 
– SOx & Fuel:  Various issues, including outcome of the Intersessional Working Group will be addressed, which 

include: 

– Guidelines for developing a shipboard management plan 
– Carriage ban of non-compliant fuel 

– NOx Control: Amendments to the NOx technical code for the removal of the condition for applying scheme B 
(separate testing of engines and SCR) will be addressed. In addition, there will be discussions on the extension 
of the current exclusion of large commercial yachts.  There is a proposal and associated information paper on 
the new approach of NOx control. 

– EEDI: MEPC 73 will review the intermediate report of the EEDI reduction (phase 3) feasibility report.  In addition, 
there will be discussion on “shaft power limitation”. 

– GHG: IMO’s Fourth study and control measures will be addressed. 

 

Additional Information 

Lloyd’s Register’s Summary Report for MEPC 72 can be found here. 

 

http://info.lr.org/MEPC-72-Summary-Report
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Consideration and Adoption of Amendments to Mandatory 
Instruments 
(Agenda Item 3) 

There will be the discussion on the final adoption of the amendment to the MARPOL Annex VI with regard to the 
carriage ban of non-compliant fuel under this agenda item.  The details can be found in “Air pollution and energy 
efficiency” below. 
 

Harmful aquatic organisms in ballast water 
(Agenda item 4) 

MEPC 73 will consider the following issues. 

Approval of Ballast Water Management Systems  

The result of the review of the GESAMP group will be reported. 

Basic approval 

– BIOBALLAST 1000 ballast water management system  

Final approval 

– BIOBALLAST 1000 ballast water management system   
– Envirocleanse inTankTM BWTS (Electrochlorination Variation) 

Information provided by flag Administrations 

– Envirocleanse inTank™ BWTS  
– BIO-SEA® B ballast water management system  

Permanent ballast water in sealed tanks  

A proposal on the clarification of the exclusion under Article 3 of the convention is provided  

Exemptions and the application of Same Risk Area under the Guidelines for risk assessment 
under regulation A-4 of the BWM Convention (G7) 

An information paper is provided on national initiatives  

Draft guidance on the validation of the compliance of individual BWMS with regulation D-
2 of the BWM Convention in conjunction with their commissioning 

Following the adoption of the revised HSSC Survey Guidelines (A.1120(30)), how to address compliance at the 
commissioning was initially addressed at MEPC 72.  The discussion on this subject continues, including consideration as 
a part of the experience building phase.  

Form of the Certificate 

There is a proposal for amendments to the form of the International Ballast Water Management Certificate (IBWMC) 
regarding the items in "Details of ballast water management method(s) used".  

Inclusion of contingency measures in the ballast water management plan 

MEPC 72, following the initial discussion, invited submissions of whether elements of the Guidance on contingency 
measures under the BWM Convention (BWM.2/Circ.62) should be included in ballast water management plans 
(BWMP). 
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MEPC 73 will address the following 
– Analysis of elements of contingency measures that might be included in the BWMP.  
– Other information presented from an industry member.  

Use of standard test organisms 

There is an information paper on the use of standard test organisms as a surrogate for the robust testing of ballast 
water management systems in view of their type approval.  

Recording working time of ballast water operational pump and connecting it to the 
electronic ballast water data registration system 

Following the initial discussion at MEPC 72, a further proposal is put forward to MEPC 73.  

Outcome of PPR 5 regarding the approval of the draft Guidance on System Design 
Limitations of ballast water management systems and their monitoring for dissemination 
as a BWM.2 circular 

PPR 5, having discussed the matter, developed draft guidelines for approval by MEPC 73.  Further, there is a comment 
on the annexed table to the guidelines.  

Development of regional strategy 

MEPC 72 will note information provided by the Caribbean States on Ballast Water Exchange which has been circulated 
as BWM.3/Circ.2. 

New work programmes 

The following are proposed. 
– Efficient identification and enhancement of safety, technical, operational and documentation review and 

amendment for improvement and consistent implementation of the BWM Convention.  
– Development of the seafarer model course under the BWM Convention.  
– Necessary amendments to the BWM Convention so as to overcome technical and operational challenges in 

complying with the BWM Convention.  
– Developing a unified interpretation or guidance on the application of the BWM Convention to seagoing fishing 

vessels using brine as a refrigerant.  

Relevant information 

Readers are to note the discussion under any other business on bio-fouling. 

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

In general, Lloyd’s Register supports the outcomes of the PPR 5 meeting and expects MEPC 73 to finalise them.  In 
addition, with regard to various discussions and papers submitted to MEPC 73, Lloyd’s Register has the following views: 
– Commissioning survey  – whilst we could be sympathetic to this approach: 

– We have established Ballast Water (BW) sampling procedure in type approval testing. Sampling for compliance 
is on trial use because it is trying to establish a quick and convenient method for sampling such as indicative 
measurements. 

– We agree with the submitted paper that most indicative measurements are only to be able to identify gross 
exceedance. But this is why the sampling for commissioning should be of detailed sampling.  

– Lloyd’s Register understands that the experience building phase (EBP) serves a different purpose. 

Nevertheless, Lloyd’s Register remains concerned about the inclusion of the commissioning survey (sampling) in the 
HSSC Survey guidelines (resolution A.1120(30)), as there is no legal ground for the inclusion, and lacks supporting 
guidelines which was the prerequisite for the inclusion. 

– Proposed change to the certificate form:  In general the work is a good initiative for clarification.  However, further 
work is envisaged before the conclusion. 

– Contingency measures:  We consider the current proposal is open to interpretation. More work is considered 
necessary. In addition, Lloyd’s Register is of the view that: 
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Additional Information 
For additional information on this item 

please refer to  

Lloyd’s Register Summary Report for    
PPR 5  

Lloyd’s Register Summary Report for 
ISWG-AP-1 

– Unless the G4 guidelines (MEPC 127(53) - Guidelines for ballast water management and development of ballast 
water management plans) are revised, it is not required to include the contingency plan in the Ballast Water 
Management Plan.  In addition, clarification may be needed in regulation B-1 of the BWM Convention. 

– If ballast water exchange is required, the process and sequence of tank operation should be approved by the 
classification society in order to ensure that it is within a safe operation envelope from a viewpoint of ships’ 
stability and strength limit.  Such approval may be done either in the loading manual or Ballast Water 
Management Plan. 

– Recording working time of ballast water operational pump and connecting it to the electronic ballast water data 
registration system:  We do not dismiss the idea, but believe that it will require further revision to the G8 guidelines 
which we would like to avoid at this very crucial moment.  

– Design limitation: Lloyd’s Register agrees with the proposed change to the annexed table. 
– New work programme proposals, in general, Lloyd’s Register supports the proposed new works.  However, Lloyd’s 

Register has the following observations: 

– With regard to the proposal on the exemption of a specific ship type, Lloyd’s Register understands that ships 
discussed here are not employed for a public service.  Otherwise, article 3 (e) (exclusion list) should be applicable 

”(e) any warship, naval auxiliary or other ship owned or operated by a State and used, for the time being, 
only on government non-commercial service. However, each Party shall ensure, by the adoption of 
appropriate measures not impairing operations or operational capabilities of such ships owned or operated 
by it, that such ships act in a manner consistent, so far as is reasonable and practicable, with this 
Convention”. 

– If we are to consider exemption/exclusion for specific ship type (for example “Rescue tug”) careful consideration 
is required for other ship types which may have a similar or different issue for asking exemptions such as 
multipurpose emergency response and salvage vessels, the unmanned non-self propelled barges, the unmanned 
pontoons etc.  A technical/legal justification will be helpful to clearly understand the scope of exemption 
proposed. 

 

Air pollution and energy efficiency  
(Agenda items 3, 5 & 6) 

MEPC 73 will consider the following: 

SOx control & Fuel 

Carriage ban of the non-compliant fuel 
Under agenda item 3, the final text of the draft amendment on the 
carriage ban of non-compliant fuel will be adopted.  Whilst the earliest 
entry into force date in accordance with Article 16 of the MARPOL 
Convention is 1 March 2020, discussion on this date is expected.  In 
addition, clarification on the exclusion of the carriage ban if a ship is 
equipped with an exhaust gas cleaning system (e.g. scrubber) will also be addressed. 
 
Readers are to note that a ban on use of 0.50% sulphur fuel outside an emission control area (ECA) has been set up.  
The carriage ban is just to supplement the requirement. 
 
There is a proposed editorial improvement to make the regulation future proof, noting there may be another emission 
control area in the future.  
 
There is a proposal for re-considering the entry into force date.  

Outcome of the Intersessional Meeting on Consistent implementation of regulation 14.1.3 of MARPOL 
Annex VI concerning the development of guidance on ship implementation planning for 2020  

Guidance on the development of a ship implementation plan 
The Intersessional working group (ISWG-AP 1) prepared draft MEPC Circular on Guidance on the development of a 
ship implementation plan for the consistent implementation of the 0.50% sulphur limit under MARPOL Annex VI for 
approval by MEPC 73.  However, the following are still subject to discussion at MEPC 73: 

http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/ISWG-AP-1-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/ISWG-AP-1-Summary-Report
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Additional Information 
For additional information on this item 

please refer to  

Lloyd’s Register Summary Report for    
PPR 5  

– Whether the reference to "practical and pragmatic approach by port State control authorities" should be included 
in the draft MEPC circular on Guidance on the development of a ship implementation plan for the consistent 
implementation of the 0.50% sulphur limit under MARPOL Annex VI (paragraph 11, annex 1);  

– The square brackets around paragraph 3 of the draft MEPC circular on expiry date of the circular (paragraph 15, 
annex 1).  

Safety issues 
MEPC 73 is also to consider if MEPC will invite MSC 100 to consider the outcome of the Intersessional Meeting 
concerning the safety implications associated with the use of low-sulphur fuel oil, and take action as appropriate, 
noting the initiative of industry organisations to develop industry guidance and possibly training material. 
 
There is a proposal on sharing the fuel availability status. There is also information on the industry guidance under 
development.  

Fuel quality 
MEPC 73 will review the outcome of the correspondence group.  The group put forward the draft Best Practice for 
Member States/coastal States for consideration. 

HFO Ban in the Arctic 
MEPC 73 will address the outcome of the correspondence group and comments on the outcome.  A particular 
proposal on impact assessment is presented.  

Others 
An information paper has been submitted - Study report on analyses of water samples from exhaust gas cleaning 
systems.  

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

– The issue on the safety of new blended fuel will be one of the important discussion points.  Lloyd’s Register shares 
the concerns and consider safety is of paramount importance.  Lloyd’s Register is also aware of the efforts of the 
petroleum industry and understands that new products are being released to the market. 

NOx control 

Outcome of PPR 5 
MEPC 73 will review the following outcome of PPR 5 
– Draft MEPC resolution on the 2018 Guidelines for the discharge of 

exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) bleed-off water. 
– Draft amendments to the NOX Technical Code 2008, concerning 

certification requirements for SCR systems.  
– Draft MEPC resolution on Amendments to the 2017 Guidelines 

addressing additional aspects to the NOX Technical Code 2008 with 
regard to particular requirements related to marine diesel engines fitted with Selective Catalytic Reduction (SCR) 
Systems (resolution MEPC.291(71)). 

Others 
– NOx certification on yachts.  
– An alternative engine certification scheme used by a member State for domestic marine engine certification.   

Lloyd’s Register’s view 

Lloyd’s Register is interested in the information on the engine certification scheme called NTE (Not to Exceed) zone 
which set up a particular limit to engine power/emission curb map as a zone, rather than weighing points used by the 
current NOx Technical Code. 

Energy Efficiency (EEDI) 

The following discussions are expected under this item. 

http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
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EEDI information 
In relation to the information on the current situation of the EEDI value, the following discussions are envisaged: 
– Report on the EEDI database.  
– Mandatory reporting of attained EEDI values.  

EEDI review beyond phase 2 
MEPC 72 will review the report of the correspondence group, which addresses: 
– Minimum power requirements. 
– Starting year of the phase 3. 
– Level (reduction rate) of phase 3 requirements. 

 
A summary of the recommendation of the group is: 
– "retain 2025" for ro-ro cargo ships, ro-ro passenger ships; 
– Change to "2022" for container ships; 
– "retain 2025" for bulk carriers and tankers;  
– No clear recommendation for other ships regarding dates; and 
– "retain 30% reduction" for all ship types. 
 
There are further proposals by the group on: 
– Margins from the reference line for ice class ships. 
– Correction factor for ice class ships. 
– Definition of ice class ships higher than IA Super. 
 
There are commenting papers on these 
– Starting year.  

– Ro-ro passenger and ro-ro cargo ships.   
– Gas carriers, LNG carriers, ro-ro vehicle carriers, refrigerated cargo carriers and cruise passenger ships having 

non-conventional propulsion.  

– Phase 3 requirements, in particular 

– Bulk carriers and oil tankers.  

– Correction to the EEDI reference line.  See also “EEDI and the role of the reference lines” below. 
– Comparison of future GHG emission between the proposed EEDI phase 3 requirements. 
– Innovative technology.  

Minimum propulsion power to maintain the manoeuvrability of ships in adverse conditions 
Information on the further work of a national project is provided.  

Proposal for an option to limit the shaft power while ensuring a sufficient safety power reserve in adverse 
weather conditions  
There is a proposal to limit the ship's shaft power for normal operation to meet EEDI target whilst reserving extra 
power for adverse weather condition.   

Amendments to the 2014 Guidelines on survey and certification of the Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) 
There are proposals on sea trial data corrections.  

EEDI and the role of the reference lines 
There is a paper expressing concerns over moving reference lines.  

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

Lloyd’s Register has the following views: 
– Overall: In general, we noted that new technologies for improving fuel efficiencies are currently not fully 

investigated yet. 
– Outcome of the Correspondence Group (CG) on EEDI review: In general, we support the outcome of the CG and 

comments provided to MEPC 73.  
– Shaft power limitation: In principle, we support the proposed approach.  However, ramifications to ship design and 

certification should be carefully investigated.  In addition, Lloyd’s Register is of the view that minimum power 
requirements introduced in MARPOL Annex VI, chapter 4 as a part of EEDI package should be kept. 
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Additional Information 
For additional information on this item 

please refer to  

Lloyd’s Register CO2 Verifier: One 
simple way to comply with two 

regulations  

– Innovative technologies: The submission paper on this topic is identifying the shortcoming of the analysis currently 
identified in the IMO database.  However, there are reasons for that, such as agreed contents of EEDI database and 
more fundamentally, EEDI calculation formula.  IACS members (ROs) can only identify the technologies that are 
credited for the calculation of EEDI.  The vast investment/improvement of hull forms/hydrodynamics  are just 
swallowed up in the result of the in-water resistance.  

– Minimum propulsion power to maintain the manoeuvrability of ships in adverse conditions: Lloyd’s Register 
welcomes the update of the project currently being undertaken by a member State but also noted that the 
completion is late 2019, thus may be too late to review the application toward EEDI phase 2.  In addition, Lloyd’s 
Register observes a balanced discussion is required between the concept of wave resistance and bollard pull, 
especially in relation to the minimum speed required. 

– Amendments to the 2014 Guidelines on survey and certification of the Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) in 
relation to the sea trial data collection: Lloyd’s Register appreciates the submission and supports the proposal. 

– EEDI and the role of the reference lines:  Lloyd’s Register is cognisant that EEDI for ro-ro has been already revisited 
and revised by MEPC 72 for entry into force on 1 Sept 2019 with recommendation for early implementation.  We 
consider this is rather a policy decision however, consider that such a decision should be evidence based. 

Further technical and operational measures for enhancing the energy efficiency of 
international shipping (Data Collection System) 

MEPC 73 will address the following proposals 
– IMO Ship Fuel Oil Consumption Database.  
– Information on the voluntary early implementation.  
– Methodology for undertaking Phase 2 (data analysis).  
– Proposed interpretations and clarification on  

– Review of SEEMP for new ships. 
– Status of Boil Off Gas. 
– “readily accessible” data. 

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

Lloyd’s Register hopes that MEPC 73 can solve the question on interpretation and clarification in order to ensure 
smooth implementation of the data collection system. 
 

Reduction of GHG emissions from ships 
(Agenda item 7) 

There will be the third session of the Intersessional Working Group during the week before MEPC 73.  MEPC 73 will 
address the outcome of the working group.  In addition, MEPC 73 will address the following: 

Preparation for the fourth IMO GHG Study  

MEPC 73 will review the proposal put forward by the Secretariat.  An indicative timeline is presented as follows: 
 
October 2018 MEPC 73 to review a draft outline of the Fourth IMO GHG Study, initiate the development of 

the Terms of reference and invite financial contributions to undertake study 
May 2019 MEPC 74 to agree to the Terms of reference, establish a Steering Committee, and instruct 

the Secretariat to issue an Invitation to Tender 
June 2019 Deadline for tenderers to submit bids 
July 2019 Distribution of bid documents to the Steering Committee for evaluation 
September 2019 Steering Committee members submit the tender evaluation to the Secretariat 
October 2019 Contract awarded by the Secretariat on the basis of best "Value For Money" 
Spring 2020 MEPC 75 to consider a progress report 
Autumn 2020 MEPC 76 to consider the Fourth IMO GHG Study with a view to approval 
 
 
 
 

https://www.lr.org/en/eu-mrv-and-imo-dcs-s-regulations/
https://www.lr.org/en/eu-mrv-and-imo-dcs-s-regulations/
https://www.lr.org/en/eu-mrv-and-imo-dcs-s-regulations/
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Other proposals and information are: 
– International collaboration on ship emissions reduction.  
– Proposed definitions and considerations to promote the timely introduction of alternative fuels, such as low-

carbon, zero-carbon and fossil-free fuels into shipping.  
– Energy saving potentials for existing ships and candidate measures.  
– Establishment of a GMN voluntary multi-donor trust fund.  
– Actions taken by ports to facilitate the reduction of GHG emissions from shipping.  
– Fourth IMO GHG Study. 
– Key findings of an International Council on Clean Transportation (ICCT) working paper titled Relating short-term 

measures to IMO's minimum 2050 emissions reduction target.  
– Vessel shore power installations worldwide.  
– Ship and Port Emissions Toolkits.  

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

Overall – Lloyd’s Register has the following views: 
– Support the focus on the implementation of short-term measures to ensure that momentum is maintained and 

action is taken. 
– Support that early work is needed on some of the mid-long term measures such as MBMs and consideration for 

funding of R&D effort needs to be taken into account. 
– There is not a one size fits all approach to improving operational efficiency and therefore it should be goal based 

rather than prescriptive, allowing for flexibility on how to meet the targets. 
– Methodologies need to be agreed for assessing the impact on States and terms of reference agreed early for the 

fourth GHG study and how the data from the data collection scheme will be analysed. 
 
For each discussion point: 
– Operational efficiency indicators: Agree that the proposed indicators are not suitable for all ship types. 
– Strengthen SEEMP: We are interested in the idea but understand there are a few challenges to make this actually 

reduce the GHG emission.   
– Strengthen EEDI:  

– Minimum propulsion guidelines:  the optional limit to the shaft power provides a mechanism to meet the future 
minimum propulsion power regulation while maintaining the desired level of safety.  Reference is also made to 
discussions under EEDI.  

– EEDI for existing ships: The input data to estimate EEDI for vessels without a current rating could be obtained 
from suitable references for the vessel or estimated.  

– Strengthening EEDI: Potential strengthening of EEDI relative to the current regulation, considering current and 
future designs and application of innovative technology, is dependent on vessel type and vessel size. Some vessel 
types also have limited data available with which to make future decisions. The definition of innovative technology 
and the recording of data in the EEDI database may also limit the information available to the IMO. When 
considering strengthening EEDI, some limited outstanding queries depending on the future progress of minimum 
propulsion power, could inhibit the finalisation of the task. 

– Existing Fleet Improvement Programme: given that there is not a one size fits all taking into account different ship 
types and operating profiles this should not be prescriptive and could be included in SEEMP, which may be further 
strengthened. 

– National Action Plans: Support a consistent approach to ensure a common approach for international trading 
vessels. 

– Methane and VOCs: We support discussion on these items provided they are related to the propulsion system and 
not to include emission from cargo operation. 

– Lifecycle Analysis of carbon intensity of fuels: Support a consistent approach and the consideration of upstream 
emissions. 
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Development of an action plan to address marine plastic 
litter from ships 
(Agenda item 8) 

MEPC 72 (9 to 13 April 2018), recalling that the 30th Session of the IMO Assembly had recognised the ongoing 
problem of marine plastic pollution, as addressed in MARPOL Annex V, considered a new work proposal and approved 
a new output (work programme) with the target to prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds by 
2025. 
 
MARPOL Annex V prohibits disposal of plastic in any form in principle, except for accidental discharge that may occur.  
Discussions are on prevention of such accidental discharge into the marine environment.  Fishing gear is one of the key 
discussion points. 
 
There is a document submitted from the Secretariat introducing the summary of IMO work on addressing marine 
plastic litter.  The paper addresses both MARPOL and the London Convention.  Disposal of fishing gear is also part of 
the discussion. 
 
Another comprehensive proposal addresses all relevant international conventions with a primary focus on fishing gear, 
but also includes other issues.  These proposals include: 
– Loss of container. 
– Seafarer training requirements.  
– Grey water.  

 
Other proposals are: 
– Development of action plan.  
– Port reception facility.  

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

Currently MARPOL Annex V does not require survey and certification.  Since 1 January 2013, disposal of garbage into 
the sea has been prohibited, which includes disposal of plastic in any form.  “Micro plastic” may be found in various 
occasions, e.g. laundry water which was used for washing synthetic clothes.  Lloyd’s Register will carefully monitor the 
direction of the discussion, in particular, discussion on the possible control of grey water. 
 

Development of measures to reduce risks of use and 
carriage of heavy fuel oil as fuel by ships in Arctic waters 
(Agenda item 9) 

MEPC 73 will consider proposals on an appropriate impact assessment methodology process in the context of 
developing a ban on HFO for use and carriage as fuel by ships in Arctic waters, with a view to facilitating the work to 
be undertaken by the PPR Sub-Committee.  Please see “Air Pollution and Energy Efficiency – Sox Control and Fuel” 
above for details. 
 

Identification and protection of Special Areas, ECAs and 
PSSAs 
(Agenda item 10) 

MEPC 73 will consider the Particularly Sensitive Sea Area (PSSA) proposal for the protection of Nusa Penida Islands in 
the Lombok Strait.  
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Additional Information 
For additional information on this item 

please refer to  

Lloyd’s Register Summary Report for 
PPR 5  

Class News No 08/2018 - The 2020 
IMO global sulphur limit 

Lloyd’s Register Sulphur 2020: What’s 
your plan?  

Lloyd’s Register – New online tool to 
help evaluate options for Sulphur 2020 

compliance 

Lloyd’s Register – Fuel Management 
toolkit 

 

Pollution prevention and response (Non-urgent matters 
emanating from the fifth session of the Sub-Committee)  

(Agenda item 11) 

MEPC 73 will review the outcome of PPR 5.  Matters relating to the 
BWM Convention and MARPOL Annex VI are introduced under 
“Harmful aquatic organisms in ballast water” and “Air pollution and 
energy efficiency” above respectively. 
 
Other items that will be addressed by MEPC 73 will be as follows: 

Oil 

Draft MEPC resolution on the 2018 Guidelines for the 
application of MARPOL Annex I requirements to floating 
production, storage and offloading facilities (FPSOs) and 
floating storage units (FSUs)  
PPR 5 prepared a draft update of the existing instrument. (Resolution 
MEPC.139(53)). It is proposed to replace "master" with "master or 
person-in-charge” where appropriate, as non-detachable FPSO or FSU 
may not have a master onboard. 

Chemicals 

The following will be addressed.  For details, please refer to Lloyd’s 
Register’s PPR 5 report  
– The draft amendments to the International Code for the 

Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (IBC Code)  and the Code for the 
Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (BCH Code), (regular update of new 
cargoes).  

– Draft MEPC circular on Guidelines for the carriage of energy-rich fuels and their blends.  
– Outcome of the ESPH working group, including updates to the MEPC.2 Circular series. 
– Draft amendments to MARPOL Annex II, relating to cargo residues and tank washings of persistent floating 

products with a high viscosity and/or a high melting point.  

– Agreement on delivery of paraffin residues.  

Electronic Record books 

PPR 5 prepared a set of instruments to allow the use of the Electronic Record Book in lieu of paper hardcopies.   
– Draft MEPC resolution on Guidelines for the use of electronic record books under MARPOL, with a view to 

adoption at MEPC 74 in conjunction with the associated draft amendments to MARPOL and the NOX Technical 
Code. 

– Draft amendments to MARPOL Annexes I, II, V and VI, and the NOx Technical Code, concerning electronic record 
books. 

– Draft amendments to the Procedures for Port State Control, 2017 (resolution A.1119(30)). 
– Draft amendments to the 2009 Guidelines for port State control under the revised MARPOL Annex VI (resolution 

MEPC.181(59)). 
 

A few clarifications are requested in relation to the existing systems installed onboard in accordance with MARPOL 
Annex VI regulation 12 (Recording of Ozone Depleting Substances) and application of IEC standard on testing for the 
hardware.  

Others 

– Draft part IV of the Guidelines for the use of dispersant for combating oil at sea (IMO Dispersant Guidelines).  
– Initial discussion on proposed amendment to the AFS Convention regarding cybutryne. 

 

http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/l/12702/2018-04-26/4wh4l1
http://info.lr.org/l/12702/2018-04-26/4wh4l1
https://www.lr.org/en/sulphur-2020-options-evaluator/
https://www.lr.org/en/sulphur-2020-options-evaluator/
https://www.lr.org/en/latest-news/online-tool-to-help-evaluate-options-for-sulphur-2020-compliance/
https://www.lr.org/en/latest-news/online-tool-to-help-evaluate-options-for-sulphur-2020-compliance/
https://www.lr.org/en/latest-news/online-tool-to-help-evaluate-options-for-sulphur-2020-compliance/
https://www.lr.org/en/fuel-testing/fuel-management-toolkit/
https://www.lr.org/en/fuel-testing/fuel-management-toolkit/
http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/PPR-5-Summary-Report
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Additional Information 
For additional information on this item 

please refer to  

Lloyd’s Register Summary Report for 
HTW 5  

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

– Electronic record book 

In general, Lloyd’s Resister supports the outcome of PPR 5 with the following observations: 
– MEPC 73 has to clarify the status of the electronic recording system currently recognised under MARPOL Annex 

VI regulation 12. 
– Also, a clarification is required for the approval of the system in relation to the application of hardware testing 

standard (application of relevant IEC standards). 
In addition, member States, as a follow up of the decision at MEPC, may require 
– To decide on the status of electronic record book/systems approved under national initiatives. 
– To consider the application of the IMO’s guidelines to the record book required by non-mandatory instruments. 

 

Reports of other Sub-Committees 
(Agenda item 12) 

Outcome of HTW 5 

MEPC 73 will review matters relating to the IMO’s model training 
courses. 

Technical cooperation activities for the protection of the 
marine environment  

(Agenda item 13) 

MEPC 73 will address various Technical Committee (TC) programmes including: 
– Update of activities.  
– IMO's global capacity-building framework for preparedness, response and cooperation in case of incidents 

involving oil and HNS pollution.  
– Update of the major projects.  
– Update on the work of the Global Industry Alliance to Support Low Carbon Shipping.  

 

Work programme of the Committee and subsidiary bodies 
(Agenda item 15) 

The overall work allocation of various committees/sub-committees will also be reviewed and MEPC 73 will consider if 
the following proposals will be qualified as a new work programme: 

Outcome of PPR 5 

– Development of amendments to MARPOL Annex VI and the NOx Technical Code on the use of multiple engine 
operational profiles for a marine diesel engine. 

Matters relating to the Ballast Water Management Convention 

See above “Harmful aquatic organisms in ballast water” 
 
 
 

http://info.lr.org/HTW-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/HTW-5-Summary-Report


Lloyd’s Register Briefing Note – MEPC 73 Agenda Preview      12     
October 2018 

   

Additional Information 
For additional information on this item 

please refer to  

Lloyd’s Register new underwater noise 
notation  

Any other business 
(Agenda item 18) 

MEPC 73 will address the following 
– UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-

2030).  
– Biofouling transfer of non-indigenous/invasive species through ships. 
– Update on recent interagency cooperation activities.  
– Environment impact on the use of perfluorooctanesulphonic acid 

(PFOS) and other surfactants in firefighting foam on board ships.  
– Underwater noise.  
– Calculation of recycling capacity for meeting the entry-into-force 

conditions of the Hong Kong Convention.  
– Additional information on environmental concentrations observed worldwide and scientific evidence for the 

adverse effects of cybutryne to the marine environment and to human health.  
– Baltic Sea sewage port reception facilities.  
– Shipborne grey water production in the Canadian Arctic.  

Lloyd’s Register’s view  

– Underwater noise: Lloyd’s Register will closely monitor the discussion on the underwater noise.   
– Perfluorooctanesulphonic acid (PFOS):  Lloyd’s Register will monitor this discussion carefully to balance the 

environment protection and fire safety once a decision is taken.  Lloyd’s Register is also concerned about possible 
market distortion depending on the direction of the discussion. 

 
 

https://www.lr.org/en/latest-news/new-underwater-noise-notation/
https://www.lr.org/en/latest-news/new-underwater-noise-notation/
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