
 

ASC certification
aids growth for
Loch Fyne Oysters.

C AS E  STUDY –  FOOD SAF ETY 



LFO was the first company in the 
world to have their blue mussels 
(Mytilus edulis) certified to the 
ASC’s bivalve standard, which has 
generated considerable interest in the 
Argyll-based firm.

Cameron Brown believes that ASC 
certification will aid the firm’s plans 
for growth. “We were surprised to be 
the first blue mussel producers 
globally to be ASC-certified,” he says, 
“but it’s fantastic. We’re really pleased 
and we’ve had a great response from 
our customers.”

This season we will produce 
around 450 tonnes, an 
increase on last year of over 
30 per cent, and we expect 
this to grow to around 1,000 
tonnes over the next 3 years

Cameron Brown
Managing Director 
Loch Fyne Oysters

Loch Fyne Oysters is a seafoods, fish, meat, oysters and game company 
which also founded the Loch Fyne restaurant chain

No.1
to have their blue mussels certified 
to the ASC’s Bivalve Standard

in the 
world   2.5      

oyster shells produced each year
with increased production planned

million+   450
of rope-grown mussels produced this 
season, a 30% increase on last year

tonnes 

A world first and a driver for 
growth from ASC certification

Gaining Aquaculture Stewardship Council (ASC) 
certification for its rope-grown mussels in August 
2017 has been an added incentive for Loch Fyne 
Oysters (LFO) to achieve its ambitious growth targets, 
as Cameron Brown, Managing Director of Loch Fyne 
Oysters explains.

Lloyd’s Register ASC certification aids growth for Loch Fyne Oysters  | 2



The benefits of 
sustainable fisheries 
and fish farming, and 
the need to mitigate 
the environmental 
impacts of fishing 
and aquaculture are 
increasingly in the 
public consciousness

Paul MacIntyre
Director of Aquaculture 
Lloyd’s Register

How LR helped
Cameron commented that he was 
pleasantly surprised by the 
comparative ease and speed of the 
certification process, which took 
place at their site in Loch Roag, off
the west coast of Lewis.  

“We were pretty confident that the 
way we farm was quite close to what 
they were looking for, but it went 
remarkably smoothly,” he reflects. 
“The costliest element was the 
seabed analysis, but we had a lot of 
help for the under-water surveys from 
the Scottish Salmon Company, who 
also farm in Loch Roag – we’re both 
part-owned by Scottish Seafood 
Investment and their MD, Craig 
Anderson is also our Chairman, which 
helps encourage collaboration.”

Paul MacIntyre, Director of 
Aquaculture at Lloyd’s Register 
worked closely with the team at LFO 
throughout their journey to ASC 
certification. “We congratulate all of 
the team at LFO for this significant 
achievement. The guiding principal 
behind Loch Fyne Oysters is to 
present the best in authentic 
Scottish seafood, whilst minimising 
their environmental impact and 
making a positive contribution to 
the community they are proud to 
call home. 

“This is exemplified with their recent 
achievements of being the first 
company worldwide to be certified 
to the ASC Bivalve Standard for 
responsible farming of Blue Mussels 
(Mytilus Edulis) and we are proud to 
have helped them reach this 
significant milestone.”



The impact
As a result of the experience, 
Cameron believes that – at least for 
some fellow mussel growers – 
achieving certification would be a 
valuable goal, not just as a possible 
means of achieving adding value.

“Although there are additional costs 
associated with farming to such 
rigorous standards, ASC certification 
was not pursued as a means by 
which selling prices can be increased. 
However, this in conjunction with 
other initiatives on packaging 
technology and distribution will 
make our mussels accessible to a 
wider and more discerning market 
where differentiation based on 
ethical farming is becoming 
increasing important,” he explains.

“It depends on your market but if, 
like us, you’re all about provenance, 
stewardship and sustainability – 
values shared by ASC – it’s very 
worthwhile, as our customers have 
been quick to point out,” he adds.

Certification and the increase in 
mussel landings seem to be 
vindicating the company’s recent 
change in production strategy – 
which saw them mothball their 
mussel sites in their traditional 
production area, Loch Fyne, in favour 
of concentrating on Loch Roag.

“We pulled out of Loch Fyne about 
18 months ago – our sites were right 
at the head of the loch, where the 
high volumes of fresh water coming 
in were slowing down mussel 
growth,” explains Cameron.
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As a result we moved 
all the equipment up 
to Loch Roag – a site 
which we took over 
about four years ago. 
This has enabled us to 
increase production 
there and we’re now 
looking to raise funds 
for a second workboat

Cameron Brown
Managing Director 
Loch Fyne Oysters



A wide range 
of seafood
As the Argyll-based company’s name 
suggests, mussels are not the only 
bivalve they produce, and moving 
their mussel ropes from Loch Fyne 
also helped to improve another 
aspect of their farming.

“The reason we moved the mussels 
from Loch Fyne – the low salinity – 
is better for oysters, as it gives them 
a sweeter taste,” says Cameron. 
“And they’re also growing quicker 
now that the mussels have been 
moved, as there’s more food available 
for them.”

This is one factor that has helped 
LFO to target an oyster production 
increase.

“We’re currently producing about 
2.5 million (oyster) shells each year 
and, like mussels, are planning to 
increase production further over the 
coming years,” says Cameron. “We 
are also one of the few companies 
(perhaps the only one at the moment) 
to hatch our own seed oysters from 
brood-stock before growing in our 
nursery, down at Walney Island in the 
Lake District. We also supply 25-30 
million of these seed oysters a year on 
a commercial basis to many farmers 
around the Scottish coast who then 
grow them on to market size.”

“We’re also looking to produce more 
native oysters (Ostrea edulis) at a new 
site on the west coast and we may 
look at further ASC certification for 
other aquaculture activities in the 
future,” he adds.

Robust assurance to 
drive seafood safety 
and sustainability
As stated on LFO’s website, all the 
company’s salmon products are 
responsibly grown or sourced 
exclusively from Global GAP 
approved farms on Loch Fyne and 
elsewhere in Scotland, ensuring that 
we support the highest farming 
standards, including full traceability 
throughout the supply chain.

“The benefits of sustainable fisheries 
and fish farming and the need to 
mitigate the environmental impacts 
of fishing and aquaculture are 
increasingly in the public 
consciousness,” said MacIntyre. 

 “Combine this with the 
globalisation of food chains and 
suppliers, it is clear that the 
complexity and potential risks of  
the seafood product business has 
increased.”

With manufacturers being 
responsible for health risks and 
fraud arising from their products, 
they need to ensure traceability of 
raw materials throughout the supply 
chain. For seafood producers, it is 
important to meet the safety, quality 
and social compliance requirements 
of manufacturers – and indeed the 
consumer – who wants to know that 
the seafood they eat is safe and 
sustainably sourced.

As a result, the role of 
assurance in the quest 
for seafood safety and 
sustainability has 
never been clearer; 
robust assurance is 
the common thread 
that links the 
challenges facing 
organisations today 
and helps build a 
sustainable future 
for us all
Paul MacIntyre
Director of Aquaculture 
Lloyd’s Register

This article first appeared on 
The Fish Site



What we do
We help businesses evolve by 
connecting them with tomorrow’s 
thinking, today.

Combining deep technical and 
domain expertise, industry 
knowledge and an empathy rooted in 
over 250 year’s experience, we exist to 
assure a better future for our clients, 
their customers and the world.

What makes us unique
Deep technical and industry 
knowledge

We’re experts in not only 
understanding the potential in 
cutting-edge ideas, but applying 
this pragmatically in ways which 
guarantee impact today and in the 
long-term.

We also participate in many of the 
committees helping to develop 
sector-specific standards and 
schemes through our membership 
of the Independent International 
Organisation for Certification (IIOC). 

Dedication to assurance

We explore every problem thoroughly 
with exact, analytical precision. 
We leave no stone unturned and 
no questions unanswered, to draw 
accurate conclusions.

Independence

We’re committed to doing things 
the right way to reach the highest 
standards and best outcomes for all, 
giving our clients confidence in our 
decisions every time.

Understanding and empathy

We take time to understand the needs 
and unique circumstances of our 
clients and their businesses, to act 
with judgement, sensitivity and care.

What we offer
Assurance

We specialise in management systems 
compliance including gap analysis, 
assessment and certification, all 
underpinned with expert advice 
designed to meet the needs of your 
industry. We explore every problem 
thoroughly with exact, analytical 
precision. We leave no stone unturned 
and no questions unanswered, to draw 
accurate conclusions.

Training

We provide practical client training 
courses worldwide in various 
languages, led by trained and qualified 
tutors. Many of our courses are 
endorsed by relevant professional 
bodies and based on our experience  
of assessing management systems.  
We offer both public and in-house 
training services including customised 
training solutions.

Customised assurance

The challenge of globalisation, 
changing customer requirements, 
legislation and technology means 
that worldwide, organisations are 
increasingly turning to customised 
assurance programmes, underpinned 
with client specific criteria, to help 
them meet their organisational goals.

Our customised solutions are focused 
on delivering client value by offering 
a variety of tools and techniques to 
identify the right solution for your 
business. Once we have assessed 
your needs, we can then identify the 
most appropriate methods to equip 
you with the relevant knowledge 
and implement the recommended 
improvement initiatives.

A wide range of assurance services

Don’t let your certification journey 
stop here; at Lloyd’s Register, we 
deliver certification, validation and 
verification assessment services to all 
of the world’s leading standards and 
schemes including quality, health and 
safety, environmental, sustainability, 
energy management, business 
continuity, cyber security and  
many more.   

About us
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About Lloyd’s Register: 

We started out in 1760 as a marine 
classification society. Today, we’re one of 
the world’s leading providers of professional 
services for engineering and technology – 
improving safety and increasing the 
performance of critical infrastructures for 
clients in over 75 countries worldwide. The 
profits we generate fund the Lloyd’s Register 
Foundation, a charity which supports 
science and engineering-related research, 
education and public engagement around 
everything we do. All of this helps us stand by 
the purpose that drives us every single day: 
Working together for a safer world.

In a world of increasing complexity – 
overloaded with data and opinion – we know 
that our clients need more than technology 
to succeed. They need an experienced hand. 
A partner to listen, cut through the noise 
and focus on what really matters to them 
and their customers. Our engineers and 
technical experts are dedicated to assurance. 
That means a commitment to embracing 
new technology, and a deep rooted desire 
to drive better performance. So we consider 
our customers’ needs with diligence and 
empathy, then use our expertise and over 
250 years’ experience to deliver the smart 
solution for everyone.

After all, there are some things technology 
can’t replace.

Please visit lr.org/uk for more information
or email enquiries.uk@lr.org

Get in touch
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