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n
Introduction

The increasing complexity of requirements for vessels built as yachts requires class notations and descriptive notes that reflect this
evolution.

This Guidance note is designed to assist designers, builders, Owners and Operators who wish to class their yacht with Lloyd’s
Register (hereinafter referred to as LR).

n
The voluntary nature of yacht classification

Yacht classification is voluntary. Flag States may require yachts to be registered depending on service requirements and capacity.

The Flag State will ask for classification of yachts used for commercial service. The term ‘commercial service’ is defined in a variety
of ways by different Flag States.

The Flag State may also ask for classification of yachts depending on the number of people on board and the yacht’s capacity.
These figures are interpreted differently by different Flag States.

In summary, the Owner and Flag State will determine whether classification is required. The Rules set and Class notation are
selected by the Owner and Flag State, with or without the guidance of LR.

Commercial operation

Flag States may allow an incidental short-term charter for private yachts, other Flag States may be stricter in this respect.

The number of passengers

The number of passengers on a yacht is difficult to establish. One approach is to count the number of beds in the luxury areas; i.e.
guest and Owner’s accommodation. Certification for commercial operation can be sought for fewer passengers than the number
of counted beds.

Yachts are built primarily for private use and this form of operation would not be subject to limits of number of passengers.

When the vessel is used for commercial use, i.e. for charter, the Owner/Operator may leave cabins, e.g. the Owner’s private
space, unoccupied and even locked. On the other hand, on day trips, passengers may not need to have a bed assigned.

Consequently, for yachts, there is no one-to-one relationship between the accommodation arrangement and the number of
passengers on which the certification is based. The number of passengers is a decision between the Owner and the Flag State.

LR will work in accordance with this decision.
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n
Class Notations for Yachts

SSC Rules Class Notation: +100A1 SSC Yacht

The notation is described in Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016, Pt 1, Ch 2, 2.2
Definitions 2.2.31 as:

“A yacht is a recreational craft used for sport or pleasure and may be propelled mechanically, by sail or by a combination of
both.”

The notation +100A1 SSC Yacht is used for yachts intended for commercial service and, as a result, includes requirements for
stability and fire protection. Requirements are commensurate with SOLAS - International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea
regulations for passenger ships carrying not more than 36 passengers and Statutory Requirements referred to in the Rules and
Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016.

There is no explicit Commercial Yacht notation in the LR Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft,
January 2016.

The number of passengers is not a criterion for the assignment of the class notation Yacht.

The Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016 cover all sorts of vessels up to 150 m in
Rule length, built of steel, aluminium or composite material, any hull form configuration and any operation type with the exception
of WIGs in airborne mode and submarines in fully submerged mode.

The Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016 have provisions for restricted service which
are based on the distance to a place of refuge, but may be subject to interpretation as outlined in the Rules and Regulations for
the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016, Pt 1, Ch 2, 3.5 Service area restriction notations 3.5.6.

The +100A1 SSC Yacht notation is a default class notation that, from a Class point of view, would cater for any yacht with any
number of passengers.

Yachts with a load line length of 24 m and above must demonstrate that the intact stability complies with the minimum
requirement set out by the MCA Large Commercial Yacht (LY3) Code as amended before it can be assigned the Yacht service
type notation. For the service type notation Yacht(S), intact and damage stability compliance with LY3 or an equivalent code must
be demonstrated. It is up to the Flag Administration to set the relevant codes.

Depending on the number of passengers and the intended service, classification to one of the below class notations may be better
suited.

SSC Rules Class Notation: +100A1 SSC Passenger Yacht

The notation is described in Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016, Pt 1, Ch 2, 3.6
Service type notations 3.6.2 as:

“This notation will be assigned on request to yachts which are built in accordance with the applicable requirements of these
Rules and requirements set in Pt 1, Ch 2, 1.1 General 1.1.15.”

A yacht can only be assigned the service notation Passenger Yacht when it complies with the Rules and Regulations for the
Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016, as set out in Pt 1, Ch 2, 1.1 General 1.1.15:

(a) Pt 5 Main and Auxiliary Machinery Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Ships, January 2016 as applicable to
passenger ships;

(b) Pt 6 Control, Electrical, Refrigeration and Fire of the Lloyd's Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Ships, January
2016 as applicable to passenger ships; and

(c) Construction requirements in accordance with Administration requirements for passenger yachts with due regard to
applicable conventions given in Pt 1, Ch 2, 1.1 General 1.1.11, as determined in accordance with The Red Ensign Group
Code of Practice for Yachts Carrying 13 to 36 Passengers (Passenger Yacht Code) as amended or an alternative
Administration Code deemed acceptable by LR.

In point (c) there is reference to the Passenger Yacht Code (PYC), but it is made clear that other codes may also make use of the
Passenger Yacht service notation.
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This notation can be used whenever the Flag State requires a class notation with specific confirmation that the statutory
requirements for engineering and electrical systems for passenger ships are complied with.

The "+100A1 SSC Passenger Yacht" notation is recommended for yachts built under the PYC, i.e. yachts carrying more than 12
but not more than 36 passengers on board.

Ship Rules Class Notation: +100A1 Passenger Yacht

According to the Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Ships, January 2016 ,Pt 4, Ch 2, 1.1 Application 1.1.1:

“A passenger yacht is defined as a yacht that is specially designed and constructed in accordance with Administration
requirements for passenger yachts with due regard to the applicability of the conventions as given in Pt 1, Ch 2, 1.1 General
1.1.9, as determined in accordance with the Red Ensign Group Code of Practice for Yachts Carrying 13 to 36 Passengers
(Passenger Yacht Code) as amended or an alternative administration code deemed acceptable by LR.”

This +100A1 Passenger Yacht notation was introduced specifically for alignment with the PYC. After the introduction, the
notation was also made available when applying other administration codes.

Note The first PYC yachts that went into construction were of a size and build type not unlike traditional small passenger ships.
The PYC certificate is essentially a passenger ship certificate. The Rules for Ships are therefore the most appropriate Rule-set;
however, being part of Ship Rules, this notation can cover only yachts that are within the realm of the Rules for Ships, that is:

• Mono-hull construction.

• Displacement type vessel.

• Steel construction with, optionally, aluminium superstructure.

• Engines as prime means of propulsion.

Consequently, the class notation +100A1 Passenger Yacht would be a recommendable choice for yachts which are:

• Within the given parameters for type, operation and construction.

• Built to comply with the PYC or an equivalent code acceptable to LR.

Note The choice between +100A1 Passenger Yacht or +100 A1 SSC Passenger Yacht may be driven by the preference or the
experience of the builder or designer, with the application of the Rules for Ships or when an existing design is reused with more or
fewer guest cabins.

The +100A1 Passenger Yacht notation is recommended for yachts built under the PYC or an alternative administration code that
specifies more than 12 but not more than 36 passengers on board, that are of conventional configuration and where the Flag
State requires the use of the Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Ships, January 2016.

n
Class Notations for Yacht-like Craft

SSC Rules Class Notation: +100A1 SSC Support Yacht Craft

(Pt 4, Ch 2, 9.1 General 9.1.1)

“A support yacht craft provides support to a ‘primary’ yacht and may often also be referred to as a ‘shadow yacht’. The
support yacht may [be] provided with an extensive range of equipment and facilities to perform these duties, such as small
craft, seaplanes, large galleys and waste management systems.”

The purpose of the notation is to indicate the craft serves a specific yacht. The Support Yacht Craft notation is an integral part of
a yacht’s operation, providing facilities that would be too large or too cumbersome on the main vessel. It could be seen as a
tender that just happens to be too large to take on board of the main yacht.

Note If it is the intention to operate the craft independently, providing services on a commercial basis, such as hiring out tools and
equipment, providing a helicopter landing area and support services, etc., applying the class notation +100A1 SSC Workboat or,
depending on type and operation area, applying +100A1 notation as set out in the Ship Rules would be more appropriate.
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n
Hull Notations

Hull Notation: SSC SRY

(Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016, Pt 1, Ch 2, 3.8 Other hull notations 3.8.6)

“This notation will be assigned to Short-Range Yachts with service area restriction G2A and in accordance with the MCA Large
Commercial Yacht Code, MSN 1792(M) requirements for Short-Range Yachts.”

The purpose of the +100A1 SSC SRY notation is to cover yachts intended to be built as a Short Range Yacht under the MCA’s
Large Commercial Yacht Code. A Short Range Yacht is restricted to operating within 60 nautical miles of a safe haven, as
identified by the G2A service area restriction notation. The restricted operation with a forecast or actual wind force 4 on the
Beaufort scale for a motor yacht and force 6 on the Beaufort scale for a sailing yacht is excluded from the LR Rules, as are other
operational requirements.

n
Descriptive Notes

Descriptive Note: SSC STV

(Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Ships, January 2016, Pt 1, Ch 2, 2.8 Descriptive notes 2.8.6)

The descriptive note STV is described in the Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft, January 2016
as: “

Where a sailing vessel is used for the offshore training of cadets or trainee seamen, a sailing training vessel STV descriptive
note may be entered in column 6 of the Register Book.”

Guiding principles for this descriptive note are:

(a) Length to depth ratio is about 10. At this ratio, hull global strength calculations are unlikely to raise critical issues. The rig on
the vessel is not expected to cause loads outside the range found in cargo vessels of this size and will therefore need no
special consideration.

(b) The lower mast piece and the first bowsprit piece is typically welded into the hull and considered as the foundation/pedestal
for the rig and therefore part of Class. These parts would therefore need to comply with Pt 4, Ch 2, 10 Masts and standing
rigging of the Rules and Regulations for the Classification of Ships, January 2016 using builder-specified loadings.

(c) Chainplates would also need to comply withPt 4, Ch 2, 10 Masts and standing rigging of the Rules and Regulations for the
Classification of Ships, January 2016.

(d) A keel plate with a thickness that would withstand grounding and other accidental loads exists. With the excess in hull
bending strength, consideration could be given in using Grade A steel.

This list may be incomplete and assignment will be done on a case by case basis.

For further information, contact Engeljan Deboer on +31102248539 or at engeljan.deboer@lr.org
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