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Introduction  

This briefing aims to provide a short, informative summary of the key items on the agenda for the IMO Human 
Element, Training and Watchkeeping Sub-Committee (HTW 5) which are relevant to the work of Lloyd’s Register and to 
provide an overview of the Lloyd’s Register engagement in the work of this Sub-Committee. The meeting will take 
place 16-20 July 2018.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

STCW Convention 
Proposal on transitional arrangements for future amendments of the STCW Convention 
and Code  

(Agenda item 15) 
The 2010 Manila amendments to the International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and 
Watchkeeping for Seafarers (STCW), 1978, as amended, entered into force on 1 January 2012. The amendments to the 
STCW Convention and Code relate to the requirements for maritime safety and pollution prevention skills and reflect 
the requirements of new technology and equipment imposed on seafarers' skills for a prompt and effective 
implementation. 
 
HTW 4 noted the preliminary discussions on the lessons learned during the implementation of the 2010 amendments 
and that they should be taken into account when deciding on implementation arrangements for future amendments. 

IMO Human Element, Training & Watchkeeping  
Fifth session (HTW 5) 
 

Overview of discussions 

The following key discussions at HTW 5 will have some impact on current practices.  These can be found in detail 
under the relevant subject headings below: 
 

− STCW Convention and Code: HTW 5 will consider revising the transitional arrangements for future 
amendments of the Convention and the Code following lessons learned after the adoption of the Manila 
amendments in 2010. The sub-committee will also consider guidance on the certification requirements of 
the STCW Convention and Codes and the use of a consolidated form of certificates. (Agenda item 15) 

 
− Fatigue Guidelines: HTW 5 is expected to finalise the Guidance on Fatigue Mitigation and Management 

(MSC/Circ.1014) which were originally developed in 1999. (Agenda item 8)  
 

Additional Information 
To refer to the outcomes of the previous meeting (HTW 4) the Lloyd’s Register Summary Report can be found here  

 

http://info.lr.org/HTW-4-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/HTW-4-Summary-Report
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HTW 5 will now consider a proposal to take into account all factors (timing, capacity, interpretation of the 
requirements, practical matters e.g. seafarers at sea during the transition period) affecting the effective implementation 
of any amendments. Where the amendments are dependent on the entry into force of other IMO mandatory 
instruments consideration should be given to a transition period of the date of entry into force plus two years. 
 

Unified interpretation of regulation I/2 of STCW Convention 

(Agenda item 15) 
HTW 5 will consider a unified interpretation intended to clarify the meaning of the term ’original form’  for seafarers 
certificates as referred to in STCW regulation I/2. 
 
Member States are increasingly using various electronic solutions aimed at improving the management and control of 
certificates and the seafarers' certification process. This unified interpretation defines the term `original form’ to include 
original paper form or original electronic form. 
 

Use of a consolidated form of certificates pursuant to the STCW Convention and Code 

(Agenda item 15) 
HTW 5 will be asked to clarify the use of a consolidated form of seafarer’s certificates which would comprise the 
content of the CoC, CoP, documentary evidence and endorsements, as required. It is considered that the development 
and use of such kind of consolidated form could be regarded as a convenient and practical way forward to reduce the 
administrative burden on Administrations and seafarers and ensure the effective implementation of the STCW 
Convention and Code. 
 
If the sub-committee agrees then they will also consider a draft unified interpretation of STCW regulation I/2 to 
accommodate the above. 
 

STCW Code 
Guidance for STCW Code, section B-I/2  

(Agenda item 5) 
HTW 4 decided that an overview document providing guidance on the certification requirements of the STCW 
Convention and Codes should be developed for inclusion in table B-1/2 of the STCW Code. 
 
HTW 5 will consider proposals for amendments to table B-1/2 with a view to completing this work at this session. 

Lloyd’s Register’s view:   

Lloyd’s Register will keep clients advised of the outcome of this work 
 

Minor editorial correction of footnotes in section B of the STCW Code 

(Agenda item 15) 
HTW 5 will consider a proposal on a minor editorial correction of the footnotes in section B-V/a, B-V/b, B-V/c, B-V/d, B-
V/e, B-V/f and B-V/g of the STCW Code, to take account of amendments which entered into force 1 July 2018 related 
to the Polar Code. 
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Training and certification 

Validated model training courses  

(Agenda item 3) 
Among others, HTW 5 will review and validate the following model courses: 

− Draft new model course on Passenger safety, cargo safety and hull integrity training (intended for ro-ro 
passenger ships) 

− Draft revised model course 1.36 on Liquefied natural gas (LNG) tanker cargo and ballast handling simulator 
− Proposal for the revision of medical model courses 

 

Virtual reality-based simulator training  

(Agenda item 15) 

HTW 5 will consider information regarding virtual reality-based simulator training in order to perform the onboard crew 
training required by the STCW Convention. SOLAS regulation III/19 provides onboard drill requirements for fire safety, 
evacuation training and enclosed space training. The STCW Convention specifies the mandatory minimum 
requirements for familiarisation, basic safety training and instruction for all seafarers. The ISM Code requires the crew 
to perform drills and exercises for emergency response. Using a virtual reality simulator would significantly increase the 
safety of carrying out such things as enclosed space training. 
 

Proposal for limitation on certificates for training in high-voltage requirement 

(Agenda item 15) 

HTW 5 will consider a proposal to rationalise the requirements for the high-voltage elements in section A/III of the 1978 
STCW Convention, as amended.  
 
In the competency tables in chapter II of the STCW Code notes have been provided under the relevant standards of 
competence, specifying that if some parts of the competency is not acquired by the seafarer, a suitable qualified 
limitation shall be reflected in the endorsement issued to the seafarer concerned e.g. ‘not for ships fitted with …’ etc.  
 
In order to maintain consistency between the competency tables of the two chapters of the Code, it is proposed that a 
similar pattern may also be followed in the competency tables in chapter III of the STCW Code. 
 

Limitation of propulsion power for officer in charge of an engineering watch on 750 kW 
propulsion power or more engaged on near-coastal voyages 

(Agenda item 15) 

While section A-III/2 provides for the certification of chief engineer officers and second engineer officers beyond 3,000 
kW propulsion power for ships engaged on near-coastal voyages, for officers in charge of an engineering watch there 
is no provision for the certification beyond 3,000 kW up to the limited propulsion power as may be considered in 
section A-III/2 for the STCW Code. 
 
Considering that there are ships engaged on near-coastal voyages that do have propulsion power of more than 3,000 
kW, where the chief engineer officer and the second engineer officer hold a certificate of competency issued under 
STCW regulation III/2 suitable for near-coastal voyages, there could be a similar provision for an officer in charge of an 
engineering watch. 
 
HTW 5 will consider a proposal to amend the wording of paragraph 10 of the STCW Code to align the provisions of 
section A-III/2 of the Code and chapter II of the Convention. 
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Additional Information 
For additional information on this item please 

refer to Lloyd’s Register’s  

HTW 4 Summary report 

 

Fatigue Guidelines 
Revision of the Guidelines on Fatigue  

(Agenda item 8) 
HTW 3 began work on updating the Guidance on Fatigue 
Mitigation and Management (MSC/Circ.1014) which were originally 
developed in 1999. The work was continued through an 
intersessional correspondence group and at HTW and is now 
expected to be completed at HTW 5. 
 
HTW 5 will consider further proposed amendments to the 
guidelines; a proposal to amend the proposed new appendix 1 (An 
example framework for managing the risk of fatigue); and proposed amendments to module 5 (Ships Design). 

Lloyd’s Register’s view:   

Lloyd’s Register supports this work and has actively contributed to the intersessional correspondence group that 
reported to HTW 4. LR has also provided valuable feedback especially with regards to fatigue mitigation through ship 
design. We keep clients advised on the progress of the revisions to the guidelines.  
 

Human Element 
Role of the Human Element 

(Agenda item 7) 
Under this continuous agenda item HTW 5 will consider: 
 

– The status and problems of using casualty cases and lessons learned in seafarers' education and training 
– Introduction to the study on the monocular vision in the transportation industry 
– Information on the application of Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) in maritime education and training 
– Quality of Onboard Training (OBT): First Certificate of Competency (FCoC) 
– Report on the research into the safety culture in the maritime industry 

Lloyd’s Register’s view:   

Lloyd’s Register will closely monitor the discussions under this agenda item.  
 

Guidelines on the medical examination of seafarers 
(Agenda item 15) 
Proposal for amendments to the Guidelines on the medical examination of seafarers  

HTW 5 will consider a proposal to amend STCW.7/Circ.19 Guidelines on the medical examination of seafarers to 
include details of the seafarers’ right to appeal. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://info.lr.org/HTW-4-Summary-Report
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Additional Information 
For additional information on this item please 

refer to Lloyd’s Register’s  

SSE 5 Summary report 

 

Action Requested by other sub-committees 
Review of SOLAS chapter II-2 and associated codes to minimize the incidence and 
consequences of fires on ro-ro spaces and special category spaces of new and existing ro-ro 
passenger ships (5.2.1.29) 

(Agenda item 9) 
The review of SOLAS chapter II-2 with the intention of minimising 
the consequences of fires on ro-ro passenger ships is being 
undertaken by the Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and Equipment 
(SSE). HTW 5 will note that while the subject has been added to the 
agenda of HTW the initial draft amendments are not yet ready, so no 
specific instructions could be prepared in regard to training issues. 
The work will be continued at SSE 6 (March 2019) and HTW 6. 
 
 

http://info.lr.org/SSE-5-Summary-Report
http://info.lr.org/SSE-5-Summary-Report
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