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Minutes of the NERS Provider Forum 

Lloyds Register EMEA, Birmingham on 28th February 2017 

Attendees: 
David Ball  - Lloyd's Register 
Mel Swift   - MCCG and GTC 
Richard	Linnell	 	 -	Stormport	
Martin	Corby	 	 	 		 -	UK	Power	Systems	Ltd	
John	Mackenzie	 	 			 -	IUS	Ltd	 	
Olajide	Adido				 	 	 -	Energetics	
Russ	Burns		 	 	 	 -	HVSS	
Ernie	Walker	 	 	 	 -	Pascon	
Keith	Howden		 	 	 -	Quantum	Power	
Mark	Rostron		 	 	 -	Matrix	
Trevor	Brearley		 	 	 -	Trident	Civils	Ltd	
Alvin	Hellewell	 	 	 -	Fulcrum	
Eiwynn Thomas   - Power Systems 
Mohan Lal      - Sterling Power 
Rebecca Lees   - Green Frog Energy 
 
Apologies 
 

Glyn Jones    - Sterling Power and chair of Competition in Connections code of practice 
steering group 

 
Due to the nature of the open invitation (numbers restricted) only the attendees are identified in the 
minutes. 

 
Introductions 

The attendees introduced themselves and the agenda was reviewed. 
 

1. Review of the Minutes and Actions of the Meeting of 
the NERS Forum Dated 1st November 2016 

1.2 Integral Substations / Low smoke cables 

Issue was raised at NERSAP. SPN, ENWL, Energetics, SSEN and UKPN have provided 
responses to LR with their company’s guidance. Remaining LDNOs will be asked once 
again to provide details at next NERSAP.   

Mel Swift explained that ENA Working group had determined that distribution cables were 
exempt from building regulations and therefore there is no requirement for the use of low 
smoke cables.  
The ENA working group have completed an ENA specification for Integral Substations, the 
document reference is S39 and will shortly be available from the ENA. 
 

1.3 Design Scope requirements for Unmetered Connections 

Issue was raised at NERSAP. ENWL, Energetics, SSEN and UKPN have provided 
responses to LR with their company’s guidance. Remaining LDNOs will be asked once 
again to provide details at next NERSAP.   
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The issue with Design requirements for unmetered connections has still not been fully 
addressed. Graham Smith (UCCG) requested that NERSAP are asked to confirm what the 
requirements each DNO have for unmetered connections.. 

Action: ONGOING NERSAP to be asked to confirm what  design 
requirements each DNO has for Unmetered 
Connections 

 
 

1.4 NERS Website 

Dave Ball explained that since the meetings in November the new CEO of LR had 
instigated a complete overhaul of the company’s website.  This has resulted in the 
implementation of the new NERS website being delayed as it is to be incorporated in the 
company changes.  New website is expected to be in place by May 2017. 

1.5 AOB 

 

1.5.1 Competition at Transmission Voltages 

LR to circulate web link provided by ENWL relating to Ofgem’s consultation on 
contestability at transmission level to NERS members.  Web link is: 

https://www.ofgem.gov.uk/publications-and-updates/upcoming-consultation-
licence-changes-support-electricity-transmission-
competition?utm_medium=email&utm_source=dotMailer&utm_campaign=Daily-
Alert_18-11-
2016&utm_content=Upcoming%20consultation:%20Licence%20changes%20to%2
0support%20electricity%20transmission%20competition&dm_i=1QCB,4MAOK,F
31B85,H6S2Q,1 

 

Peter Whittaker (Freedom) asked whether there was an intention to extend NERS to cover 
transmission voltage work (275 kV and 400 kV). It is believed that transmission work in 
Scotland may be opening to competition 

Action CLOSED LR to raise the request at NERSAP to confirm 
whether Transmission work will be opening to 
competition in Scotland. 

Action CLOSED LR to seek advice from NERSAP to understand 
the process of how to request that Transmission 
work is opened to competition.  

 

1.5.2 Request from IUS for other ICPs experience of SSEN 

John Mackenzie updated the meeting with IUS’s progress with SSEN. IUS believe that they 
are being unfairly treated by being required to seek local authority consents for all their 
work, even when it is being adopted by a DNO.    

John Mackenzie (IUS) asked the Forum if any of them had issues with SSEN changing their 
requirements for ICPs to provide their own legal consents. 

Action CLOSED LR to contact SSEN’s NERSAP representative so 
that they can discuss with IUS. 

Action  IUS to contact Competition in Connections Code 
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of Practice Steering Group  to see if the issue can 
be progressed. 

 

1.5.3 NERS Certification paperwork 

Richard	Linnell (Stormport) raised the issue that the current paper certificates issued by LR 
were only valid on the day of issue. He asked whether the Forum would investigate the 
option of making all scope certificates available on line. 

Action  LR to raise request with NERSAP at meeting on 
19th November 2016. 

 

2. Review of the Minutes and Actions of the Meeting of 
the NERSAP, dated 15th November 2016 

2.2 Low Smoke Zero Halogen Cables 

LR reported that since the last NERSAP the ENA had produced a guidance document, S39 
which outlined the requirements for internal substations and distribution cables located in 
buildings. 
After discussion NERSAP agreed that all LDNOs would provide Nigel Evans with details of 
their company’s policy on cables within buildings. 
Nigel Evans explained that currently SPN’s policy is that all cables to and from an integral 
substation must be LSOH construction.  This has caused a number of issues for Providers 
and IDNOs when installing to the SPN network.  Nigel has asked the DNOs and IDNOs 
NERSAP members to provide details of their company’s policies and approach to cables in 
integral substations.  Dave Ball informed NERSAP that an ENA working Group had been 
established to determine a guidance document specifically on integral substations.	
 

Action:  ONGOING 
 

NERSAP members to provide details of 
their company’s policy and approach to the 
types of cables installed in integral 
substations to Nigel Evans, by 31st 
December 2016 

 

2.3 AOB 

LR confirmed that a new mailbox had been set up, address below.  NERSAP discussed 
how it should be used.  No consensus was agreed.  NERSAP asked for requirements to be 
specified for using the mailbox. 
Nigel Evans asked that a specific mail box be established by LR so that LDNOs and other 
Providers can keep LR informed of any issues they may come across.   
 

Action:  CLOSED 
 

LR to establish a new mailbox for next 
NERSAP meeting in November. 

Action:   
 

NE and DB to meet and specify 
requirements and circulate to NERSAP by 
30th November 2016 
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2.4 Design Scope requirements for Unmetered Connections 

The issue with Design requirements for unmetered connections has still not been fully 
addressed. Graham Smith (UCCG) requested that NERSAP are asked to confirm what the 
requirements each DNO have for unmetered connections.. 

Action CLOSED NERSAP to be asked to confirm what  
design requirements each DNO has for 
Unmetered Connections 

Action ONGOING NERSAP to specify what degree of design 
input is required for different levels of 
Unmetered Connections by 31st December 
2016 

 

2.5 AOB 

2.5.1 Northern Ireland Electricity Registration Scheme 

Dave Ball confirmed that incorporation of NIEN was discussed at NERSAP.  The decision 
had been made to invite NIEN along to future NERSAP meetings as an observer.  Full 
incorporation was not seen as being suitable due to the way competition has developed 
differently in Northern Ireland. NIEN representative had confirmed their attendance at 
March’s NERSAP. 

LR updated the forum on progress of work in Northern Ireland.  To date 12 Providers have 
been registered.  The first provider is due to commence construction work in Northern 
Ireland.   

The question was asked in the forum meeting by a number of individuals whether it would 
be beneficial to incorporate the Northern Ireland scheme into NERS.  It was agreed that the 
request would be raised at NERSAP 

Action CLOSED LR to raise the question of incorporating the 
Northern Ireland scheme into NERS with 
NERSAP at meeting on 19th November 2016  

 

2.5.2 Designer Steering Group 

 
Mike Bracey raised Designer Steering Group’s concerns over the future of the work they 
had undertaken on designer competencies. The group had put the proposals to the 
Competition in Connection Steering Group for endorsement. The Competition in 
Connection Steering Group indicated that the agreement to include the proposals would sit 
with NERSAP.   
	

Action:  CLOSED 
 

LR to circulate the Designer Steering Group 
proposal to NERSAP members by 30th 
November 2016.  

Action:  ONGOING 
 

NERSAP members to review 
documentation prior to next NERSAP 
meeting in order to discuss future 
implementation.  
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2.5.1 Self-Certification and Self-Auditing potential NERS Scopes 

Steve Rogers raised the question of whether existing NERS Scope would cover Providers 
undertaking self-certification and self-auditing of their own works.  It was agreed that the 
next meeting should include an agenda item to this effect. 
 

Action:  ONGOING 
 

LR to include as an agenda item on the 
next NERSAP on 14th March 2017 

 

3. D Code Link 

Mel Swift informed the forum that the ENA had issued on free release a large number of 
their technical guidance documents. Mel encouraged ICPs to download and review the 
information as further releases may follow if there was a good uptake.  The web link  is as 
follows: 

http://www.dcode.org.uk/the-gb-distribution-code/  
 

4. SSEN Presentation 

SSEN had provided LR with a presentation they had recently issued to ICPs which they 
thought had relevance to topics being discussed at the meeting. Part of the presentation 
was reviewed.  Full presentation can be found by using the following links: 

1. Link to presentation slides: 
https://www.ssen.co.uk/WorkArea/DownloadAsset.aspx?id=12717 
 

2. Link to where ICPs can register for future events. 
https://www.ssen.co.uk/stakeholderevent/basicsearch/ 

Action  LR to circulate SSEN presentation and 
future ICP engagement events with 
minutes. 

 

5. NERS Data 

At the last NERSAP MCCG and UCCG members asked if the NERS data pack presented 
at NERSAP be reviewed at the NERS Forum.  LR ran through the information.  
 

Action  LR to circulate NERS data with minutes. 

 
 

6. NERS Mailbox 

The new mailbox has been set up by LR, the address is NERS@LR.org 
 
Brian Hoy wanted to better understand how the mailbox was to be utilised. Nigel Evans and 
Dave Ball agreed to put together a set of rules for using the mailbox  
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Action  DB & NE to put together criteria for use of 
the NERS mailbox.  Criteria to be circulated 
to NERSAP by 31st January 2017. 

 
6.2 NERSAP priorities in next 12 months 

 
Brian Hoy asked the group to consider what the purpose of the NERSAP should be and 
asked the group to consider what proactive actions it should be looking at.  He suggested 
an action plan for the next 12 months should be considered.  
 

Action:  CLOSED 
 

LR to email NERSAP members out by 20th 
January 2017 to ask them to provide details 
of what items they wish to be included in a 
12 month action plan. 

Action:  ONGOING 
 

NERSAP members to email their 
suggestions to LR by 16th February 2017. 

 

3. Operational Scopes 

Dave Ball explained that since the NERSAP meeting in November there had been a 
request by ENWL to discuss the definition further at the March 2017 NERSAP.   

At NERSAP meeting on 19th July 2016 it was decided that the current terminology used to 
describe the Network Connections Operational Scopes was not reflective of what the 
scopes were intended to cover.   A subgroup was set up to look at this and come up with a 
new definition.  The group met on 19th October 2016.  The proposed definition is: 

Network Connections - Operational Scopes at LV and HV  

The Switching of Apparatus under central or field control to facilitate a new connection, and 
or any associated diversion and reinforcements to an existing DNO or IDNO’s System. 

The definitions are taken from the ENA Model Distribution Safety Rules (2016) and are as 
follows: 

Apparatus                    Any item of electrical machinery or equipment in which Conductors 
are used, or supported, or of which they form part. 

HV                               A voltage exceeding 1000 volts AC  

LV                                A voltage not exceeding 1000 volts AC  

Switching                   The operation of circuit breakers, isolators, disconnectors, fuses or 
other methods of making or breaking an electrical circuit and/or the 
application and removal of Circuit Main Earths. 

System                        An electrical system in which Conductors and Apparatus are 
electrically connected to a common source of supply 

Note: EHV scope can be added at a later date using the same definition 
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4. NERS Investigation Process 

Dave Ball explained that at the NERSAP meeting in November the question about the 
commercial liabilities of the individual members of NERSAP was raised. This related to 
whether they could be individually sued if accompany was dismissed from NERS following 
an investigation and appeal.   

At NERSAP meeting on 19th July 2016 it was decided that the current NERS investigation 
process of Providers was not fit for purpose and needed to be amended to be more robust 
and with defined timescales and outcomes.  A subgroup was set up and met on 19th 
October 2016.  The process was decided upon (see attached sheet for details).  

Action ONGOING LR to be included in the revised NERS 
Requirements Document by 30th November 2016.  

 

5. NERS Requirement & Guidance Documents  

Theses have now been updated and will be circulated to all NERS Providers and NERSAP 
representatives by 30th November 2016. 

Action ONGOING LR to publish and circulate the revised documents 
by 30th November 2016.  

 

6. Dates of next meetings 

NERS Forum:  4th July 2017, 7th November 2017 

NERSAP:   14th March 2017, 18th July 2017, 21st November 2017 

 


