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What is a Foreign Supplier 
Verification Program (FSVP)?
As stated by the US FDA, it is a program 
that importers covered by the Rule must 
have in place to verify that their foreign 
suppliers are producing food in a manner 
that the name level of public health 
protection as the preventive controls or 
produce safety regulations and ensure 
the supplier’s food is not adulterated 
nor misbranded with respect to allergen 
labeling.

Importers are responsible for actions that 
include:

– Determining known or reasonable 
foreseeable hazards with each food

– Evaluating the risk posed by food, based 
on the hazard analysis, and the foreign 
supplier’s performance

– Using that evaluation of risk and the 
supplier’s performance to approve suppliers 
and determine appropriate supplier 
verification activities

– Conducting supplier verification activities

– Conducting corrective actions

– Establishing and following written 
procedures to ensure food is imported only 
from foreign suppliers approved based 
on evaluation of risk and the supplier’s 
performance

– Developing, maintaining and following a 
FSVP for each food brought into the United 
States and for the foreign supplier of that 
food

– Evaluating risks posed by imported food 
and supplier performance at least every 
3 years, or when new information comes 
to light about a potential hazard or the 
foreign supplier’s performance.

Foreign Supplier 
Verification 
audits to help 
you manage your 
requirements, risks 
and reputations

LRQA offers an opportunity to 
assess your food safety and 
supply chain risks and FSMA 
requirements worldwide

LRQA has assessment teams deployed 
globally through one of the world’s most 
comprehensive assessment resource 
networks. We have the FSMA expertise 
and local resources available to cover the 
assessment of all aspects of your business 
risks and requirements worldwide. We 
are located on every continent, providing 
local intelligence of assessment practices 
and conformance issues.

We have the capability to follow your 
organization and your supply chain across 
country boundaries, assessing your supply 
chain’s most critical hazards and risks. In 
locations where your company wouldn’t 
otherwise have the ability to directly 
recruit and deliver cost-effective and 
skilled resources, LRQA can be there – 
without question or compromise.

LRQA offers efficiency and lets 
you focus on managing your 
business

Let’s face it. Your organization isn’t in the 
business of conducting assessments, but 
LRQA is and has been at the forefront of 
developing criteria and delivering trusted, 
unbiased and independent assessments 
worldwide for over 30 years.

When LRQA assessors need to travel, we 
don’t recruit a team to design and build 
an airplane. We place our confidence in 
experts trained to deliver that service. 
Managing your own internal or supplier 
auditing program should be looked at the 
same way. You should work with expert 
food safety management system assessors 
trained to meet your requirements 
enabling you to focus on managing your 
business.

Choose LRQA for your FSVP
LRQA provides Foreign Supplier Verification 
services to help your organization evaluate 
the hazards across your supply chain, 
including biological hazards, chemical 
hazards and physical hazards.

Tailored to your requirements

Through our Foreign Supplier Verification 
services, our assessments – and the 
assessment criteria – are individually 
designed to give you assurance across the 
areas that are important to you.

– Are you confident in your processes, your 
suppliers, and your business performance?

– Are you confident that your operations 
or your suppliers are compliant with your 
requirements and FSMA requirements?

– Do you have assurance of your suppliers’ 
measures to control identified hazards?

– Are you aware of where your risks lie and 
the key processes you employ to control 
them?

LRQA’s Foreign Supplier Verification 
services take all of these concerns and 
more into account, helping to assure your 
requirements are met. And, the level of 
customization is up to you.

Provides impartiality when you 
need it most

With LRQA, you have a trusted brand and
the assurance of objective, high quality 
insight and intelligence together with a clear 
picture of compliance levels throughout 
your organization and supply chain. 
Our worldwide reputation for rigorous 
assessment and value-added insight makes 
us a natural partner for companies that 
are seeking continual improvement and 
competitive advantage.

LRQA assessors are selected for their 
specialist food industry FSMA and supply 
chain knowledge, exceptional assessment 
ability and their professional integrity; 
they’re matched with your business needs, 
enabling an effective and robust assessment 
of your supply chain.

The US FDA issued FSMA Final Rule on 
Foreign Supplier Verification Programs 
(FSVP) for Importers of Food for Human 
and Animals is now final.  For the 
purposes of FSVP, an importer is the U.S. 
owner or consignee of a food offered 
for import into the United States.  How 
are you ensuring your suppliers are in 
compliance?

LRQA’s foreign supplier verification 
services can evaluate hazard- and risk-
specific criteria.



LRQA provides Foreign Supplier Verification 
services to help assure that your ability to 
successfully manage your supplier’s FSMA 
compliance is seamless and effective – 
throughout your organization and your supply 
chain.

STEP 1: 
ESTABLISH & PRIORITIZE OBJECTIVES 
AND EVALUATE SUPPLY CHAIN RISKS 
LRQA will first work with you to understand 
your assurance needs, expectations and 
requirements. We’ll then work together to 
establish objectives and priorities.

STEP 2:
APPROACH & CRITERIA
We’ll work with you to identify a suitable 
approach for the assessment, criteria, 
methodology and reporting. If you don’t have 
compliance criteria in place, LRQA can work 
with you to shape your requirements, develop 
your own company-specific standard and 
benchmark it to international standards.

Talk to LRQA

LRQA can help you identify a customized 
Foreign Supplier Verification solution 
to meet your assurance needs. For 
over 30 years, we’ve been involved in 
creating global standards and processes 
that enable businesses to make real, 
measurable differences in protecting 
their products, their brand and their 
consumers. We apply our worldwide 
expertise in verification, certification, 
training and assurance services to help 
our clients develop stewardship programs 
that are relevant and credible. With 
LRQA Business Assurance, you have the 
confidence of knowing that we’re here to 
help you improve your performance and 
reduce your risk.

Talk to LRQA today – we know how 
to listen and apply our capabilities 
and expertise to help you manage 
your requirements, your risks and your 
reputation.

STEP 3:
ASSESSMENT & TRAINING
LRQA can carry out briefings and training 
to ensure the relevant persons in your 
organization, as well as our assessors and 
client management teams, understand 
the project, requirements and objectives 
at hand. We’ll then deliver the agreed 
Supplier Verification services, taking into 
account current performance indicators 
and key results areas, checking that 
they are fully aligned with your business 
objectives.

STEP 4:
REPORTING & ACTION
Based on KPIs agreed during the 
development phase, our assessor and 
client management team will report back 
to you on the agreed areas, identifying 
strengths and weaknesses, areas of risk and 
opportunities for improvement, enabling 
you to take action where it matters most.

To find out how LRQA can help you with your Foreign Supplier Verification Program needs, visit us 
at www.lrqausa.com/FSMA or email us at inquiries-usa@lrqa.com

Foreign Supplier Verification services in action
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