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Minutes of GIRS Providers Forum 
 

Lloyd’s Register EMEA, Thursday 10th March 2016 
  

 
Venue:  Lloyd’s Register Offices, 1 Trinity Park, Bickenhill Lane, 
Birmingham B37 7ES  
  

 

Attendees: 

  
Scott Hardy  Adroit Utilities 
Paul Slater  Adroit Utilities 
Alan Castle  AF Gas Services 
Donovan Aylott Aptus Utilities 
Andrew Southgate AWH Utilities 
Alan Brunsdon  Clancy Docwra 
Andrew McDonald ES Pipleines 
Trevor Fletcher  Fulcrum 
Alec Bromiley  Fulcrum 
Kelly Young  Fulcrum 
Andy Ginn  Gas Design 
Murray Richards Gas Design 
Tom Duncan  GTC 
Jemima Matthews National Grid 
Carolyn Nimmo   National Grid 
Peter Tootell  Rush Construction 
Leigh Keegan   SGN 
Joe Lewis  SGN 
Helen Richardson  SGN 
Louise Boccaccini Squire Energy 
Colin Fish  Various 
 
Karl Miller       Lloyd’s Register (Chair) 
Ian Waite         Lloyd’s Register  
  
 

Guest Speakers: 

None  
 
Apologies/attendees at recent meetings:  
 

Chris Magness - Wales and the West 
Bill Baggaley –   Fulcrum 
Andy Holland –  SEC  
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Minutes of Meeting 
 
 
1.  Welcome and Introductions 

The chair welcomed the group to the Design workshop and provided a short introduction 
including the reasons for the meeting and the aims and objectives of the workshop.   
 
 
2.0 SGN Issues 
 
Leigh Keegan highlighted the role of his team within SGN and detailed the interactions that 
they have with the UIP community. He provided an overview of the issues that they are 
experiencing with design submissions and noted that these have been steadily increasing. 
 
Designs have been submitted that the team cannot progress due to a lack of information, 
including:- 
 

• Services to buildings that are not shown on a plan 
• Services to the rear of properties without any obvious valid reason 
• Services to premise where services are already recorded as live 

  
While the UIPs have procedures in place for the signing off designs, the additional advice 
was to consider a peer review prior to sending to the network and the inclusion of a legend 
that highlights any additional requirements or anomalies that need to be taken into account 
by the appraiser.  
 
 
2.1 Valve Issues 
 
SGN require that all valves be recorded on their system and therefore need the UIPs to tell 
them what have been installed. Larger valves carry serial numbers that need to be captured, 
smaller valves including ECVs may not have a serial number but the type and location of the 
valve needs to be communicated. 
 
Where multiple ECVs of the same type are installed for example, in a manifold, SGN would 
expect a valve card detailing the type and number of valves in place and not multiple 
versions of the same valve record. 
 
This information will assist the network in the event of any future replacement or 
maintenance requirement. 
 
 
2.2 Address Information 
 
While it is understood that there are challenges in this area, any new housing site is 
allocated a post code and this information needs to be communicated to the network team 
when submitting designs.  
 
A number of anecdotes were shared with the group that included, designs in different 
towns to that shown on the application and post codes that do not match  
 
 
2.3  Xoserve Systems 
 
Where services are required to be disconnected by the UIP it is essential that the correct 
MPRN number is provided to the network. The process of allocating a new number to a 
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MPRN that has been incorrectly removed involves a number of stakeholders and is 
notoriously difficult to negotiate. 
 
Additional vigilance is required when a site holds more than one MPRN to ensure the 
correct one is identified for disconnection on the system. 
 
Access to the Xoserve systems to check MPRNs prior to works would be very useful for the 
UIPs. 
 
Action: KM to speak with Xoserve to see what would need to be done to make this 
happen. 
 
 
2.4 Response times 
 
A UIP representative highlighted that the time taken for SGN to reply to requests that may 
require reinforcement is too long. 
 
Performance against Land Enquiries is subject to an Ofgem reportable Standard of Service 
of 5 days. 
 
LK advised that that there are a number of processes and checks that have to be 
implemented before SGN are able to respond to the respective UIP with meaningful 
information as to what the reinforcement solution will be.  
 
It is in everyone’s interest to provide a long term reinforcement solution, one that is 
sustainable and therefore negating the need for further works either during the 
development of the site of after. SGN/SP/NP/14 does convey that this is a consideration for 
the UIP, particular where the `Fast Track’ process is being followed and this should be 
conveyed to the end user who may have expectations that are not reasonable. 
 
 
2.5 Temporary Connections  
 
The provision of temporary connections was raised, specifically where the existing mains 
only have sufficient capacity to feed a percentage of a new development until 
reinforcement is completed. 
 
LK advised that SGN are willing to consider the arrangements that need to be in place for 
sites on a case by case basis 
 
 
2.6 Mains Only Designs 
 
The Network representatives reiterated that a mains network needs to be supplying gas to a 
premise in order to gain approval. In general terms, SGN will try and accommodate the 
proposals but may insist on additional commercial requirements, eg  to cater for 
reinforcement if required at some future point.  
 
As spine mains only do not attract transportation charges, there is little incentive for SGN 
other than to assist the UIPs and developers. 
 
National Grid commercial will not permit designs of this nature. 
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2.7 GTC Presentation 
 
The GTC representative provided an overview of their current stance regarding the 
installation and connection of services. This contained some useful drawings of acceptable 
meter positions and service routes and is appended to these minutes. The message was 
essentially a reinforcement of the current rules within IGE/TD/4, the emphasis was that any 
non-compliant services will not be connected. 
 
Donovan Aylott from Aptus Utilities informed the group that they insist on the developer 
providing a drainage plan so that their design teams can overlay this and route their services 
accordingly. 
 
  
2.8  Pre Built Manifolds 
 
The group was informed that the networks will not accept pre manufactured meter 
manifolds as these are not an approved gas fitting.   
 
  
2.9 Submission of FM 138 
 
A UIP with design only under GIRS has questioned the response from a network as they will 
only reply to the GIRS provider who has project Management or CCCR for data protection 
reasons.  
 
It was clarified that the network approach was correct. 
 
3.0 AOB 
 
3.1 Alec Bromiley from Fulcrum noted that the Donkin Factory Entry with Split Flange ring 
assembly has been approved by SGN. The data on this fitting is attached to these minutes. 
 
3.2 The UIPs are incurring costs on higher pressure projects as they are required to use the 
services of a civil designer for concrete bases. 
 
LK advised that there is a process that could be used (PS8 formerly G19) to capture these 
designs within the networks so that they can be used in the future without having to go 
through the full PS9, G17 process. The UIPs would have to waiver any rights to the design 
that they have paid for if they want this to go into a library of approved designs. 
  
 
8.0.  Next Meeting 
 
The next scheduled GIRS forum is for the 10th May 2016 in Birmingham with the 
provision of an additional design forum to be held in approximately 12 months time 
dependent upon demand. 


