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STATUTORY ALERT Ban on the use and carriage of ‘heavy oils’ on ships operating in the 
Antarctic area 

APPLICABILITY Shipbuilders and designers, and shipowners and managers intending to operate in the 
Antarctic area from August 1, 2011 
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Changes to MARPOL Annex I (new chapter 9, regulation 43) regarding the use and 
carriage of ‘heavy’ oils in the Antarctic area* come into effect on August 1, 2011.  
 
These requirements, which apply to both new and existing ships, prohibit the 
carriage in bulk as cargo or carriage and use as fuel of the following oils in the 
Antarctic area:  
 
1. crude oils having a density at 15°C higher than 900 kg/m3 

2. oils, other than crude oils, having a density at 15°C higher than 900 kg/m3 or a 
kinematic viscosity at 50°C higher than 180 mm2/s  

3. bitumen, tar and their emulsions.  
 
The cleaning or flushing of tanks or pipelines is not required when prior operations 
have included the carriage or use of these oils.  
 
Vessels engaged in securing the safety of ships or in a search and rescue operation 
are exempt from the requirements.  
 
* The Antarctic area is defined as the sea area south of latitude 60°S 

What will the new requirements mean? 
These new requirements will have an impact on operators using heavy fuel oil, 
particularly those engaged in Antarctic cruise and ’eco-tourism’ activities. Apart from 
having to change fuel, there will also be implications for shoreside fuel storage 
arrangements, and the capability of ships to discharge fuel oil.  
 
Ships which have been operating on or carrying heavy oil will need to pump it out 
before entering the Antarctic area. Changes may be required to machinery and fuel 
system arrangements to enable ships to discharge this fuel oil and to use allowable 
fuels safely, particularly if they do not normally operate on heavy fuel oils and are not 
optimised to operate on alternative fuels. Lloyd’s Register is happy to provide further 
guidance and support in this area. 
 
Background information 
The changes to Annex I were adopted in March 2010 at the 60th session of the Marine 
Environment Protection Committee (MEPC 60) and are detailed in Resolution MEPC 
189(60). They have been adopted as a result of a number of accidents including the 
sinking and grounding of ships in the Antarctic area and concerns over the adverse 
impact that leakage of heavy oil would have in such a remote and environmentally 
sensitive area.  
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