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Introduction

These Guidance Notes are published as a complete set. 
A comprehensive List of Contents is placed at the beginning of
these Notes.

Numbering and Cross-References

A decimal notation system has been adopted throughout. Five
sets of digits cover the divisions, i.e. Part, Chapter, Section, 
sub-Section and paragraph. The textual cross-referencing 
within the text is as follows, although the right hand digits may
be added or omitted depending on the degree of precision
required: 
(a) In same Chapter, e.g. see 2.1.3 (i.e. down to paragraph).
(b) In same Part but different Chapter, e.g. see Ch 3,2.1 (i.e.

down to sub-Section).
(c) In another Part, e.g. see Pt 5, Ch 1,3 (i.e. down to Section).

The cross-referencing for Figures and Tables is as follows:
(a) In same Chapter, e.g. as shown in Fig. 2.3.5 (i.e. Chapter,

Section and Figure Number). 
(b) In same Part but different Chapter, e.g. as shown in Fig. 2.3.5

in Chapter 2.
(c) In another Part, e.g. see Table 2.7.1 in Pt 3, Ch 2.

Lloyd’s Register is an exempt charity under the UK Charities Act 1993

Lloyd's Register, its affiliates and subsidiaries and their respective officers, employees or agents are, individually and collectively, referred to in this clause
as the ‘Lloyd's Register Group’. The Lloyd's Register Group assumes no responsibility and shall not be liable to any person for any loss, damage or
expense caused by reliance on the information or advice in this document or howsoever provided, unless that person has signed a contract with the
relevant Lloyd's Register Group entity for the provision of this information or advice and in that case any responsibility or liability is exclusively on the
terms and conditions set out in that contract.
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Chapter 1
Sections 1 & 2

Wind Farm Service Vessels

■ Section 2
Reference documents

2.1 LR Rules for Special Service Craft

2.1.1 From a Classification perspective, the LR Rules for
Special Service Craft cover hull, machinery, electrical and
control engineering requirements. There are some require-
ments within the Rules for statutory aspects such as fire
safety; these may be applied where no other statutory require-
ments exist. Where applicable, the LR Rules for Special
Service Craft incorporate requirements for vessels that are
required to comply with the HSC Code, see 2.2. Domestic
legislation will determine the application of relevant statutory
Codes. It is currently unclear what legislative regime will be
applied in the UK and in other National Administrations with
regard to vessels less than 24 m, engaged in domestic trade
and carrying not more than 12 passengers.

2.2 IMO High Speed Craft Code 2000
(2008 Edition)

2.2.1 The International Maritime Organization’s High
Speed Craft Code (HSC Code) 2000 is applicable to conven-
tional types of craft carrying cargo or passengers. The criteria
that determines the application of the Code is given in
Chapter 1 of the HSC Code. 

2.3 MCA Small Commercial Vessel and Pilot Boat
Code of Practice (MGN 280)

2.3.1 For UK flagged vessels, statutory aspects would
currently be in accordance with the MCA Small Commercial
Vessel and Pilot Boat Code of Practice Code (SCV Code)
which is applicable to vessels “of up to 24 metres Load Line
length which are engaged at sea in activities on a commer-
cial basis, which carry cargoe and/or not more than 12
passengers, or provide a service in which neither cargo nor
passengers are carried.” LR, as a certifying authority, is
currently authorised to examine vessels to the SCV Code and
issue certification on behalf of the MCA.

2.4 Danish Maritime Authority Notice F –
Technical regulation on the construction,
equipment etc. of small commercial vessels

2.4.1 These statutory regulations for Danish flagged
vessels are applicable to vessels less than 15 m, with a 
scantling number of or above 20, but below 100, and comply-
ing with the requirements of Regulation 1 of Notice F, where
scantling number means, for small commercial vessels, the
length L1 multiplied by the breadth (L1 × B). Regulation 1
outlines the application of this Notice and the types of vessels
covered.
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Section

1 Introduction

2 Reference documents

3 Definitions

4 Current practice

5 Future development

6 Routes to classification of hull certification

■ Section 1
Introduction

1.1 Background

1.1.1 The growing market for offshore wind farms has
created an industry requirement for service vessels to support
the construction and installation of the associated wind
turbines. Typically these vessels are engaged in ferrying work-
ers and light cargoes to the wind turbines for construction and
routine maintenance. 

1.1.2 This guidance note is designed to assist designers,
builders, operators and owners wishing to Class their Wind
Farm Service Vessels with Lloyd’s Register (hereinafter
referred to as LR). For the Classification of these vessels, all
parts the LR Rules and Regulations for the Classification of
Special Service Craft (hereinafter referred to as the Rules for
Special Service Craft) are to be applied.

1.2 Application

1.2.1 The requirements of this Guidance Note are appli-
cable to vessels less than 24 m engaged in domestic trade
carrying not more than 12 passengers. It is noted that as
offshore wind farms are built further from national coastlines,
there will be a market for vessels operating on short interna-
tional voyages carrying up to 60 passengers. This guidance
note is not applicable for vessels greater than 24 m carrying
more than 12 passengers. The 24 m limit is based on the
applicability of the Load Line Convention and other existing
statutory Codes.
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Wind Farm Service Vessels Chapter 1
Sections 2, 3 & 4

2.5 European Union Marine Equipment Directive
(MED)

2.5.1 The European Union MED covers certain statutory
equipment carried and used on vessels registered under the
Flags of the European Union member States which are
required to meet the international conventions (e.g., LOAD-
LINE, COLREGS, SOLAS, MARPOL). The aim of the MED is
to ensure that equipment meets a common standard of safety
and performance acceptable to each member State through
harmonisation of their approval requirements. Essential equip-
ment and components complying with the MED are eligible
for ‘Wheelmark’ certification. As a notified body, LR is able to
issue certification for the MED. European Flag States may
require ‘Wheelmark’ certified equipment on board Wind Farm
Service Vessels. 

■ Section 3
Definitions

3.1 Workboat

3.1.1 A workboat, as defined in the Rules for Special
Service Craft is a general purpose service craft which may be
adapted for duties such as line handling, towing, tender
survey, fishing, oil spill recovery or diving support.

3.2 Wind Farm Service Vessel (WFSV)

3.2.1 WFSVs are craft engaged in domestic trade, carry-
ing not more than 12 passengers and up to 24 m in length. In
addition it is assumed that WFSVs carry a limited amount of
cargo in comparison with a cargo vessel under the 2000 HSC
Code.  As a result, these vessels are not expected to comply
directly with the HSC Code unless required to do so through
domestic legislation.

3.3 Classification

3.3.1 Classification is the development and implementa-
tion of a set of published Rules and Regulations, which set
and maintain standards of quality and reliability. Compliance
with the specific parts of the Rules and Regulations deter-
mines the class notation that is assigned to a vessel. Provided
these requirements are applied correctly, Classification
covers:
• The structural strength of all essential parts of the hull

and appendages.
• The safety and reliability of the propulsion and steering

systems.
• The effectiveness of the above features and auxiliary

systems that have been built into the craft in order to
establish and maintain basic conditions on board, so
that cargoes and passengers can be safely carried while
the craft is at sea, at anchor, or moored in harbour.

3.4 Statutory requirements

3.4.1 Requirements covered by internationally adopted
Codes and Conventions are deemed the responsibility of the
National Administration and are not considered within the
scope of Classification. A prerequisite of Classification is that
vessels that are required to comply with Statutory Codes and
Conventions are to be issued with the applicable Certificates
by the National Administration. In certain cases LR is autho-
rised to issue theses certificates on behalf of the National
Administration. Statutory aspects include, stability, life saving
appliances, pollution prevention and structural fire protection,
detection and extinction.

■ Section 4
Current practice

4.1 General

4.1.1 Currently owners requesting to class their WFSVs
with LR, for a vessel operating in Service Area G2, may be
assigned the following typical class notation with a descrip-
tive note.
• Hull notation: ✠100 A1 SSC Workboat G2
• Machinery notation: MCH
• Descriptive note: Wind Farm Service Vessel

4.1.2 It is anticipated that vessels serving offshore wind
farms will be assigned Service area restriction notations G2
or G3.

4.1.3 G2 Service Group 2 covers craft intended for
service in reasonable weather, in waters where the range to
refuge is 20 nautical miles or less. This group will usually cover
craft intended for service in coastal waters, for which
geographical limits are to be identified by the Builder and
agreed with LR.

4.1.4 G3 Service Group 3 covers craft intended for
service in waters where the range to refuge is 150 nautical
miles or less. The geographical limits of the intended service
are to be reported to LR.

4.1.5 In order to obtain LR Class and the above class
notation, Owners will have to comply with all applicable parts
of the Rules for Special Service Craft.

4.1.6 For vessels built under LR Special Survey in accor-
dance with plans approved by another recognised
Classification Society, the distinguishing mark ✠–, may be
assigned to the hull notation.
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■ Section 5
Future development

5.1 General

5.1.1 It is the intention to introduce a new class notation
incorporating specific requirements into the Rules for Special
Service Craft for Wind Farm Service Vessels. On adoption and
when in compliance with these Rules, craft with existing
descriptive notes may retrospectively apply for the proposed
class notation: ✠100 A1 SSC Wind Farm Service Vessel.

■ Section 6
Routes to classification or hull
certification

6.1 General

6.1.1 There are two alternative routes offered by LR and
for consideration by the Owner, Builder or Operator; these are
the traditional full classification option, resulting in a class
notation or the hull certification route. The choice of these
options is driven by client requirements and by requirements
of individual Flag and coastal state administrations. These two
options are shown in Fig. 1.6.1.

6.2 Classification

6.2.1 Classification covers the structural design, water
tight integrity and standard of construction of the hull and
construction, installation and testing of the propulsion
machinery, essential auxiliary machinery, essential piping and
electrical systems to the extent indicated in the Rules for
Special Service Craft. A full classification notation consists of
a hull notation and a machinery notation.

6.3 Hull certification

6.3.1 An alternative to full classification, hull certification
is dependent upon and covers only the standard of construc-
tion, materials and workmanship of the hull as prescribed by
Lloyd’s Register’s Rules and Regulations, and does not
include machinery, piping and electrical aspects. 

6.3.2 Hull certification, in general, only considers the
welded construction of the hull and deckhouse and excludes
appendages and closing appliances unless specifically
requested. In most cases such appliances are type approved
with third party certification.

6.3.3 LR hull certification satisfies the structural strength
requirements of various statutory codes, for example
MGN 280.  For other statutory aspects of MGN 280 see 1.3.3

6.4 Plan approval only

6.4.1 In many instances, Builders may wish to develop
WFSV designs before marketing to potential customers. In
these cases, LR is able to offer stand alone plan approval.
This service may be extended to include survey under
construction once a contract is signed with the Owner. This
service may be applied to both classification and hull certifi-
cation.

START

Full Class Hull Certificate

Descriptive Note
Wind Farm Service Vessel

Machinery Notation
Hull Notation

✠100A1 SSC Workboat

MCH ✠LMC [✠]LMC
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Wind Farm Service Vessels Chapter 1
Sections 5 & 6
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Fig. 1.6.1    Routes to classification or certification
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Chapter 2
Sections 1, 2 & 3

Classification Aspects

■ Section 2
WFSV specific structural
recommendations

2.1 Boarding systems

2.1.1 WFSVs are often provided with boarding systems
such as gangways or similar for the transfer of workers to the
turbine foundations. It is assumed that such devices for the
transfer of personnel will be provided with third party 
certification. For plan approval purposes, such devices will be
considered in way of the deck connection and supporting
structure only.

2.2 Rudders

2.2.1 Rudder supporting structure may be required to be
additionally strengthened to allow for the distribution of loads
occurring from the running of the engine(s) whilst transferring
workers to the turbine platforms.

2.3 Bow reinforcement

2.3.1 Where the Wind Farm Service Vessel is designed
to be driven against turbine foundations, for the purposes of
transferring workers, the hull structure is to be suitably
strengthened to withstand all anticipated operational loads.

2.4 Fendering arrangement

2.4.1 Areas exposed to contact/impact loads are to be
protected by a suitable fender arrangement.

2.5 Containers

2.5.1 The arrangements for container stowage and
securing will need to be considered. Additional loads from
containers will need to be accounted for in the calculation of
deck scantlings and a deck loading plan submitted. It is
assumed that WFSVs will carry small amounts of cargo, for
example with limited numbers of containers with no stacking.

■ Section 3
Machinery

3.1 General

3.1.1 LR has a variety of different machinery notations
available to Owners. The various options are outlined in Pt 1,
Ch 2 of the Rules for Special Service Craft.
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Section

1 Hull construction

2 WFSV specific structural recommendations

3 Machinery

4 Control and electrical engineering

5 Survey

6 Statutory aspects

■ Section 1
Hull construction

1.1 Structural requirements for Special Service
Craft workboats

1.1.1 For the purposes of obtaining the descriptive note
Wind Farm Service Vessel, the requirements for Special
Service Craft workboats are to be met. The following (non-
exhaustive) list outlines key chapters of the LR Rules and
Regulations for the Classification of Special Service Craft
(hereinafter referred to as the Rules for Special Service Craft)
relating to hull structural requirements:

Craft Design Pt 3, Ch 2
Control Systems Pt 3, Ch 3
Closing Arrangements and Outfit Pt 3, Ch 4
Anchoring and Mooring Equipment Pt 3, Ch 5
Design and Load Criteria Part 5
Hull Construction in Steel Part 6
Hull Construction in Aluminium Part 7

1.2 Required plans

1.2.1 A list of plans to be submitted for Classification
purposes is given in Part 6 or Pt 7, Ch 1,2 of the Rules for
Special Service Craft. Submitted plans are to be of sufficient
detail for plan approval purposes. It is preferable to include
structural details in a separate drawing or booklet.

1.3 Materials

1.3.1 The materials and welding consumables used in
the construction of the craft are to be manufactured and
tested in accordance with the appropriate requirements the
LR Rules for the Manufacture, Testing and Certification of
Materials. All materials are to be manufactured at works which
have been approved by LR for the type and, where appropri-
ate, grade of material which is being supplied and for the
relevant material production and processing route.
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Classification Aspects Chapter 2
Sections 3, 4 & 5

3.1.2 For the assignment of an MCH notation, a manu-
facturer’s certificate will be accepted for items of machinery
and equipment for propelling and auxiliary machinery for
essential services. The propelling and essential auxiliary
machinery is to be installed and tested under LR’s survey
requirements and found to be acceptable to LR.

3.1.3 Acceptance of a manufacturer’s certificate for a
craft requiring the MCH notation is subject to the following:
• Vessel is to be less than 500 gt, or if greater than 500 gt

is not required to comply with international conventions
applicable to a craft with unrestricted service.

• Propulsive power is provided by oil engines that have
been type approved to LR requirements for marine 
application. LR will consider other IACS members Type
Approval certificates where equivalence can be 
demonstrated.

• Electrical power is provided by generators driven by oil
engines that have been type approved to LR require-
ments for marine application. LR will consider other IACS
members Type Approval certificates where equivalence
can be demonstrated.

• The power of any engine is less than 2250 kW and the
cylinder bore is not greater than 300 mm.

• The design and manufacturing standards for machinery
and associated systems are the applicable LR Rules or
other marine standards acceptable to LR.

• Machinery and equipment is to be manufactured under
a recognised quality control system, e.g., ISO 9001.

• Propellers, propulsion shafting and multiple input/output
gearboxes are not included within the scope of 
propulsion arrangements for acceptance of a manufac-
turer’s certificate.

3.1.4 As an alternative to MCH, owners may wish to
apply the more rigorous requirements of the ✠LMC or
[✠]LMC machinery Notations. For the ✠LMC Notation,
vessels are to comply with the appropriate parts of Parts 9 to
15 of the Rules for Special Service Craft, regarding the
design, construction, installation and testing of:
• Main propulsion machinery systems.
• Essential auxiliary machinery systems having powers in

excess of 110 kW.
• Steering and manoeuvring systems.

3.1.5 The ✠LMC notation will be assigned when the
above machinery has been constructed, installed and tested
under LR’s Special Survey and in accordance with LR’s Rules
and Regulations. Design Appraisal is part of the ‘constructed
under Survey’ process. The Maltese cross means ‘under LR
Special survey’ and the LR Surveyor must be present during
the build as required by the Rules and Regulations.  The ✠
with a line above it, ✠

– will be assigned at the time of classing,
to new ships constructed under LR’s Special Survey in accor-
dance with plans approved by another recognised
classification society. 

3.1.6 The [✠]LMC machinery notation will be assigned
when the propelling arrangements, steering systems, 
pressure vessels and the electrical equipment for essential
systems have been constructed, installed and tested under
LR’s Special Survey and are in accordance with LR’s Rules
and Regulations. Other items of machinery for propulsion and
electrical power generation including propulsion gearing
arrangements and other auxiliary machinery for essential

services that are in compliance with LR Rules and supplied
with the manufacturers certificate will be acceptable under
this notation. Acceptance of a manufacturer’s certificate for a
craft requiring the [✠]LMC notation is subject to the require-
ments of Pt 1, Ch 2,3.10.2 of the Rules for Special Service
Craft.

3.1.7 The LMC notation (without ✠) will be assigned
when the propelling and essential auxiliary machinery have
neither been constructed nor installed under LR’s Special
Survey but the existing machinery, its installation and arrange-
ment, has been tested and found to be acceptable to LR.
This notation is assigned to existing ships in service accepted
or transferring into LR class.

3.1.8 The following, (non-exhaustive) list outlines key
Chapters of the Rules for Special Service Craft relating to
machinery requirements:

Classification Regulations Pt 1, Ch 2
General Requirements for Machinery Part 9
Prime Movers Part 10
Transmission Systems Part 11
Propulsion Devices Part 12
Shaft Vibration and Alignment Part 13
Steering Systems Part 14
Piping Systems and Pressure Plant Part 15.

■ Section 4
Control and electrical engineering

4.1 General

4.1.1 The requirements of Part 16 of the Rules for Special
Service Craft are to be complied with. The following list
outlines key Chapters of the Rules relating to control and
Electrical Engineering requirements:

Control Engineering Systems Pt 16, Ch 1
Electrical Engineering Pt 16, Ch 2.

■ Section 5
Survey

5.1 General

5.1.1 The requirements regarding the survey of vessels
built to LR Class are given in Pt 1, Ch 2 of the Rules for
Special Service Craft. This Chapter covers new construction,
periodical, statutory and damage surveys.
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■ Section 6
Statutory aspects

6.1 General

6.1.1 Classification Rules do not cover statutory require-
ments; such aspects are deemed to be the responsibility of
the appropriate National Administration to advise and are not
generally applied by LR unless authorised to do so by the
administration.

6.2 Fire protection, detection and extinction

6.2.1 In the absence of any specific statutory require-
ments for Wind Farm Service Vessels, the applicable
requirements of Pt 17, Ch 2 of the Rules for Special Service
Craft may be applied.

6.3 Stability

6.3.1 There are no intact or damaged stability require-
ments for workboats in the Rules for Special Service Craft and
it will be for the relevant National Administration to advise as
to the applicable statutory code to be applied to these types
of vessels.  

6.4 Life saving appliances

6.4.1 Statutory requirements for Life Saving Appliances
are to be covered by the IMO LSA Code and the HSC Code
where applicable.

6.5 Personnel designation

6.5.1 For the purposes of this guidance note and in the
application of Rules for Special Service Craft, the workers on
board WFSVs are considered as passengers. Currently there
are ongoing discussions at various National Administrations
regarding the creation of a new class of personnel that is
appropriate for an able bodied person, who has a fair knowl-
edge of the layout of the craft and who has received adequate
training in safety procedures and the handling of the craft’s
safety equipment before leaving port and hence is not consid-
ered a passenger as defined in Pt 1, Ch 2,2.16 of the Rules
for Special Service Craft. The extent of training to be provided
is outside of the scope of Classification and is considered to
be the responsibility of the National Administration to advise.
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