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Minutes of the NERSAP Meeting 
Lloyds Register EMEA, Coventry on 17th December 2013 

 
Attendees: 
Mike Cahill (Chair)   Lloyd’s Register EMEA   mike.cahill@lr.org 
Tony Dowd    Lloyd’s Register EMEA   tony.dowd@lr.org 
Nigel Evans    ScottishPower     Nigel.Evans@scottishpower.com 
Paul Smith    WPD        psmith@westernpower.co.uk 
Steve Holloway   NPG        steve.holloway@northernpowergrid.com  
Mel Swift      GTC         mel.swift@gtc-uk.co.uk 
Fred Harrington   HEA/Bouygues/UCCG   fred.harrington@bouygues.es.co.uk 
Mark Tanner    Powersystems (UK) Ltd   delegate    
Mike Bracey    Morrison       michael.bracey@morrisonus.com 
Paul Wragg     Power on Connections   paulwragg@poweronconnections.co.uk 
Colin Jamieson   ESP        colinj@espipelines.com 
 
 
Apologies 
Dave Ball      ENWL        david.ball@enwl.co.uk 
Allan Boardman   UKPN        allan.boardman@ukpowernetworks.co.uk 
Martin Gillick    SSE        martin.gillick@sse.com 
Eirwyn Thomas   Powersystems (UK) Ltd   et@powersystems.co.uk 
 
 

1. Introductions 

All attendees were welcomed to the meeting and apologies noted.  
 
 

2. Review of the Minutes of the NERSAP Dated 16th July 2013  

The minutes were accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. 
 
 

3. Review of the Actions for the NERSAP dated 16th July 2013 

3.1 National Jointer Competency Scheme 

Mike Bracey reported that progress was waiting for a decision on funding at the National Skills 
Academy for Power and he would provide an update when available. Item on-going.   
 

3.2 Civil Engineering Works Carried Out by Non NERS Approved 
Sub Contractors  

Concern had previously been raised regarding UKPN allowing a local authority DLO to deliver 
contestable works without NERS accreditation. In response to a previous request asking DNO to 
confirm arrangements WPD and SSE confirmed that similar arrangement applied to their ‘rent a 
jointer’ scheme and other DNOs at the meeting confirmed that this seemed to be the general 
arrangements for the rent-a-jointer scheme.  
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Discussion took place with respect to how DNOs manage this arrangement and whether the 
current arrangement might increase the risk to DNO assets and the general public. It was 
acknowledged that on many occasions the standard of excavation works and associated signing 
and guarding fell short of the required specification. Although the rented jointer, on behalf of 
the DNO, checks the excavation prior to undertaking the jointing works, arrangements exist 
where the DNO might provide a contract jointer who might be subject to productivity incentives. 
This had potential to further increase the overall risk. DNOs were asked to fully consider the 
implications of the arrangements and confirm if they intended to make any changes. The 
Providers are of the view that the arrangements are restricting competitive and if DNOs continue 
then they wish to pursue other avenues to challenge the DNO position. 
 
Action  DNOs to review risks associated with the rent-

a-jointer arrangements and confirm their 
future intentions. 

  
 

3.3 Scopes Development 

Following the invitation to review the draft discussion document for future development of NERS 
scopes, no responses have been received. The document is attached as appendix 1. Item on-
going.    
 
Action  Members to review the draft discussion 

document for future development of scopes. 
 

3.4 Terminology  

UCP replaced by ‘Provider’ in revised draft of NERS Requirements Document. Item Closed. 
  
 

4. Review of the Minutes and Actions of the NERS Provider 
Forum dated 5th November 2013 

The minutes of the UCP Forum held on 5nd November 2013 were reviewed and the following 
items discussed. 

4.1 Cable Ratings in Ducts / Requirement for use of Bentonite  

The issue was discussed and all agreed that to insist on Bentonite to allow for potential 
future network reinforcement requirements was not justifiable.  

4.2 Design Cancellation / Variation  

The area of project variations was discussed. All agreed that issues such as changes to 
cable routes should be considered as variations and should not warrant cancellation and 
restart of the process. It was noted that a number of DNOs are already adopting a 
flexible staged process for design approval for 33kV projects. This will be monitored via 
NERS Provider feedback. 

4.3 Confined Spaces  

WPD agreed to provide a copy of Standard Technique HS14B/3 Excavation and Shoring 
for circulation. 

Action  LR to circulate document. 
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5. Status of NERS 

LR advised the numbers of UCPs currently Approved or being assessed under NERS. 

         Previous      Current 

Total Approvals        167       180        
Full Approvals        46        49 
Full/Partial Approvals      78        85 
Partial Approvals       43        46 
Suspensions         0        0 
New Clients         15        14 
 
 

6. ECSG/Sub-Groups/Customer Groups 

6.1 Extension of Contestability & Self-Determination of POC 

Following a formal request from UKPN LR have included a scope for Network Connections - 
Unmetered Overhead Connections on the latest revision of the NERS Requirements Document. 

In addition a voltage specific scope for Self-Determination of the Point of Connection has been 
included in the draft.    

 
Action  LR to circulate latest draft for comments  

by 31th January 2014. 
 
 

6.2 Inspection and Monitoring 

A meeting of the ECSG sub-group took place on 27th November 2013. It was noted that only 3 
NERS Providers had responded to a second request for feedback on current regimes operated by 
network operators. It was agreed that a “straw man” of best practise across the utility sector 
would be produced for discussion.  

6.3 UCCG Issue  

Fred Harrington had been requested by the UCCG to raise an agenda item with the following 
items. The LR response is shown after each item.  
 

1. UKPN use of rent-a-jointer still not clarified. Response – the issue has been subject to 
ongoing discussion at NERSAP, however, UKPN representation at NERSAP was only 
resolved prior to the last meeting. 

2. LR had not progressed extension to scopes to include ohl. Response – NERSAP had 
instructed LR to only progress a new scope once one or more DNOs had made a formal 
request, the first of which has only recently been received from UKPN. 

3. Arbitrary and unilateral action taken by LR to rename ICPs and UCPs. Response – this 
change was made many years ago. This had caused confusion and to resolve this LR had 
proposed to change the term UCP to NERS Service Provider, the industry would continue 
to use the term ICP as appropriate. There had been consultation and agreement at the 
NERS Forum and NERSAP. 

4. Were LR subject to UKAS (for example) regulation. Response – NERSAP role is to manage 
LR and the operation of the NERS scheme. 

5. LR Web-site not easy to use by customers. Response – this had been raised previously and 
NERSAP had agreed that the primary purpose of the website was for use by DNOs.  
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Fred had not been at the last UCCG meeting or the last NERS Forum but was able to confirm 
agreement with the LR responses based on his attendance at previous meetings. The outgoing 
UCCG chair had been at the last NERS Forum and was involved in discussions on the some of the 
above items. LR expressed disappointment that the facts had not been made available at UCCG 
but recognised that Fred had undertaken to address the issue which had arisen in his absence.     
 
Action  Fred Harrington to provide feedback to UCCG 

and discuss with the new UCCG chair. 
 
 

7. Designer Formal Qualifications 

Mike Bracey introduced a presentation that had been delivered by Clive Biggins of the National 
Skills Academy on the key considerations that might affect any future proposals to establish a 
minimum qualification for Designers. Key issues included training, qualifications,  competency for 
both Network Operators and NERS Providers and Grandfather rights. The initiative has now been 
awarded funding. A workshop will be held in the New Year when Network Operators and NERS 
Providers will be invited to attend. It is likely the invitation to NERS Providers will be via LR. Item 
ongoing.  

 

8. Any Other Business 

8.1 Scheme Logo 

LR has changed its global branding which requires an amendment to the NERS scheme logo. 
Following previous comments from NERS Providers and a general desire to move to a modern 
logo for a digital age the proposed logo is clean and unfussy. The logo was agreed, subject to a 
change of the ‘zig-zags’ to the standard electricity symbol, and will feature on the latest draft 
NERS document which will be circulated for comment. 
 

8.2 Double Pole Isolators 

In response to a query from a contractor who wanted to be accredited for fitting the double pole 
isolators at existing properties NERSAP agreed that this would not be adopted by the DNOs and 
was thus outside the scope of NERS. 
 
 

9. Dates for next Meetings 

The next meeting of the NERSAP is to take place at LR Coventry offices on 2nd April 2014. 
 
Dates for the remaining 2014 meetings of the NERSAP and the NERS Provider Forum are: 
 
NERSAP 
22nd July 
18th November 
 
NERS Forum 
18th March 
8th July 
4th November 
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Appendix 1. Scopes Development (Draft) 

 
1. Background 

There are a range of NERS scopes which cover, in a matrix format, work type and voltage level 

resulting in large number of permutations. This can potentially increase cost, complexity and 
bureaucracy but has been deemed necessary to control a Providers demonstration of 

competence development. The Network Connection scopes introduced in 2011 added a further 

seven scopes. 

 
2. New Scopes 

There is the possibility of new scopes, e.g. connection to existing overhead lines, self-

determination of POC. However, these depend on demand and the outcome of existing / future 

pilots. Generation connections also have differing requirements 

 
3. Consolidation of Existing Scopes 

There is the option to consolidate existing scopes for similar work types and the following section 

discuss some options. These are intended to prompt thinking in this area and are not 

recommendations. Consolidation would also require consideration to the operation of the DNO 
pilots. 

 
3.1 LV Design 

Combine LV cable networks to domestic properties and LV cable networks to 

industrial/commercial properties. 

3.2 Network Connections and Jointing Scopes 

Consolidate the Network Connections mains/services with terminations and consolidate with 

previous jointing scopes. This would reduce from nine jointing scopes to four as follows: 

 
HV, LV, LV dead only (limitations to be defined), unmetered   
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3.3 Network Connections and Jointing Scopes 

Consolidate the Network Connections with previous jointing scopes but keep terminations 
separate. This would reduce from nine jointing scopes to six as follows: 

 
HV - cables. HV - terminations, LV Mains – cables, LV Mains - terminations, LV services (metered 

and unmetered), LV dead only (limitations to be defined)   

 
 

3.4 Network Connections Jointing Scopes 

Consolidating mains/service with terminations to reduce from four to two Network Connections 

Jointing Scopes as follows: 

 
Network Connection Jointing HV, LV 

 
3.5 LV services and Unmetered 

Metered and unmetered services. This is probably subject to unmetered combining with Network 

Connections unmetered.   
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