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Minutes of the 33rd NERS Advisory Panel Meeting Held at LR Offices, Coventry, on 29th 

March 2011 
 

Attendees: 
 
Mike Cahill    Lloyds Register EMEA (Chair) 
Robert Seldon  Lloyds Register EMEA 
Ian Cairns     CE Electric 
Paul Smith    Western Power Distribution 
Dave Ball    Electricity North West 
Nigel Evans   ScottishPower  
Gary Barnes   ScottishPower  
Eirwyn Thomas  PowerSystems UK Ltd 
Bob Burnham   Morrison Utility Services 
Chris Bean    Power on Connections 
Steve Bolland   ASLEC (Amey) 
Andrew Dresser  GTC 
 
 
Apologies: 
Charles Marston  Central Networks 
Bill D’Albertanson UK Power Networks 
Martin Gillick   Scottish and Southern Energy 
Colin Jamieson  ESP Electricity 
Keith Hornby   Inexus 
 
 

1. Introductions 

Nigel Evans or Gary Barnes will confirm ongoing representation for ScottishPower. 
  
Bob Burnham advised that he will no longer attend the NERSAP as he will be retiring in 
the very near future.  The Chairman thanked Bob for his valued contribution to the 
NERSAP and the UCP Forum over the years.  An alternative UCP representative will be 
appointed to NERSAP. 
 

2. Review of the minutes of the NERSAP meeting held on 14th 
December 2010 

A UCP member raised a late amendment to the item 6.0 (Connections Working Group) 
of the minutes of the NERSAP meeting dated 14th December 2010.  Following discussion 
the following amendment was agreed.  ‘DNOs stated that they would work through the 
initial trials for Network Connection scopes with UCPs before they were required to 
achieve partial NERS approval, or in parallel to approval, in order to facilitate 
development of the new process’.  
 
It was accepted that, with the inclusion of the above item, the minutes of the NERSAP 
meeting held on 14th December 2010 were a true record. 
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3. Review of Actions Arising from the Minutes of the NERSAP 

Meeting Held on 14th December 2010 

3.1 Memorandum of Understanding 

Signed MoUs for CE Electric and SSE had still not been received by LR – current action 
ongoing 
 
Action: DNO representatives to expedite outstanding MoUs 
 
Note: LR advised that they may have to write to the above DNOs requesting that this is 
escalated to Director level.  
 
 
3.2 Use of NERS Logo and LR Corporate Logo 

LR had added a clause to the NERS Requirements Document identifying requirements 
relating to the use of the LR Logo – action completed. 

 
3.3 NERS Requirement Document 

LR had revised the NERS requirements document to provide for the additional Network 
Connection scopes as agreed by the Connections Working Group and the document 
had been issued – action completed.  

3.4 NERS Website Guidance 

Guidance on scopes will be added, if practical, during the move to the new website.  
The action remains ongoing 

Action: LR to consider the provision of guidance about scopes of approval for the NERS 
website and the possibility of a link to the Ofgem website. 

4. Review of the Minutes of the UCP Forum Held on 15th March 2011  

The draft minutes of the UCP Forum held on 15th March were reviewed and the 
following items discussed. 

4.1 Technical Information Relating to Jointing Operations 

UCPs advised that manufacturers’ jointing instructions were not always included within 
joint kits and that some DNOs would not provide UCPs with access to DNO jointing 
manuals / instructions with the technical information needed for assembling the joints.  
The view of the NERSAP was that where DNOs specify particular joints they should 
provide jointing instructions if these are not available within the kits. 

4.2  Use of Non Approved Sub Contractors for Civil Works  
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UCPs raised the issue of DNOs using sub contractors who were not NERS Approved for 
carrying out DNO works. Some DNOs advised that they required all contractors and sub 
contractors to be NERS approved; other DNOs advised that as they relied on their own 
approval / appointment process and project management capabilities they were able to 
ensure that sub contractors were effectively controlled and so did not need them to 
have NERS Approval.  UCPs took the view that in the interests of fair competition there 
should be consistency and in particular in the case of civil works then if some DNOs do 
not required NERS for DNO works due to the simplicity of the works then is the NERS 
scope still appropriate.   

The chairman advised that the NERSAP is strictly to govern the NERS scheme and its 
application to contestable works.  As such DNO works were beyond the remit of 
NERSAP.  However, in order to aid common understanding discussion on this would be 
acceptable but decision making could not be made.  The requirements for civil works 
and ‘labour only’ requirements associated with civil works were discussed and it was 
agreed that the NERS requirements relating to this would be reviewed further at the 
next meeting. 

 

5. Status of NERS 

Total NERS Approvals    107 
Full NERS Approvals    43 
Full/Partial NERS Approvals  44 
Partial Approvals     20 
Suspended        0 
New Clients       6 
 

6. Extension of Contestability – New Scopes & DNO Trials 

The December NERSAP had agreed to release the revised NERS document with the 
seven new scopes as per the Connections Working Group final report, however, it was 
recognised that these scopes could be subject to rationalisation over time.   
 
There was further discussion during this meeting on how the scopes could be 
rationalised and / or improved.  It is recognised that variations in work types do not 
necessarily require different scopes and that this can be controlled by the UCPs 
procedures and competency arrangements.  However, it was also recognised that for 
some work types, e.g. LV jointing, there is a wide variation in UCP capability and some 
breakdown in scopes is desirable.  A practical balance is required.   
 
In the case of LV jointing there are currently three new scopes for connections; 1. 
metered (mains / services), 2. metered (terminations) and 3. unmetered. In addition 
there are the three existing scopes of LV live, LV dead and unmetered.  One scenario is 
for the six scopes to be replaced by four scopes; 1. services (metered and unmetered), 2. 
mains (cables), 3. mains (terminations) and 4. LV dead (limitation to be defined).   
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Members were requested to consider their preferred options prior to the next meeting 
and to forward any firm proposals to LR prior to the meeting. 
 
Actions: DNOs / IDNOs to consider NERS scopes 
 
There was also discussion on how LR could minimise assessments.  LR explained that 
where the UCP had applied for multiple scopes then, following approval at partial, not 
all scopes needed to be witnessed on site and it was normal for the more complicated 
of a group of scopes to be used as evidence towards a ‘lesser scope’. 
 
Requirements for Partial Approval of the new scopes were discussed and LR confirmed 
that for the new LV network connections scopes some of the key checks would include 
UCP/DNO interface agreements, procedures for working on different types of LV cables 
and appropriate jointing competencies.  LR was prepared, in agreement with the 
relevant DNO, to use draft DNO documentation during this process, however, as 
discussed at previous meetings LR did not believe it was correct to award partial 
approval in the absence of any of the new DNO documentation.  It is hoped that this 
will be resolved soon to allow partial assessments to be undertaken.    
 
It was agreed that where a UCP was assessed for a new scope in one DNO area and also 
held the scope for National Operations it would not be necessary for LR to make further 
visits just for the purpose of assessing other interface arrangements.  It is recognised 
that there are differences in the use of DNO or UCP safety rules.  The LR assessment 
would include checking that the UCP with National Operations are aware of these 
differences and can demonstrate a methodology for moving from trials in one area to 
another area, particularly where the first area was DNO safety rules and the next area 
requires UCP safety rules.  Future surveillance office visits would be used to check where 
the UCP work types / areas had changed and how procedures and capabilities had 
developed to meet the new requirements.  Future surveillance visits would cover 
different DNO areas within the restrictions of a limited surveillance programme and UCP 
workload.    
 
It was reported that two DNOs had changed from the views expressed at the previous 
NERSAP, only one of them was actually represented at the previous meeting, and were 
now requiring Partial Approval before allowing UCPs to enter into the trials; the two 
DNO were not represented at this NERSAP. 
 
The meeting considered that it would be useful for DNOs to provide an ongoing update 
on progress of the trials.  They were requested to bring updates to future meetings or 
where they were unable to attend to forward an update LR prior to the meeting.  
Updated contacts for enquiries should also be included in the updates. 
 
ENW Ltd - Contact: Dave Ball (07768 035923) - one unmetered trial had already started; 
one metered trial to commence soon; one HV trial being reviewed. 
 
WPD - Contact: Tim Hughes (0117 9332148) - received a tentative enquiry for an 
unmetered pilot. 
 



  5 

ScottishPower – Contact: Nigel Evans (tba) - two metered and two unmetered trials 
were being considered. 
 
CE Electric  - Contact: Ian Cairns (tba) - unable to confirm position at this stage 
 
UKPN – Contact TBA – not in attendance at the meeting 
 
SSE – Contact TBA – not in attendance at the meeting 
 
CN – Contact TBA – not in attendance at the meeting 
 
 
 

7. AOB 

No other business was raised. 

 
8. Dates of Next Meetings 

The next meeting of the NERSAP is to take place at 10.30am on Tuesday 5th July 2011 at 
LR Coventry offices.  
 
Dates for future meetings of the NERSAP and UCP Forums are:  
 
Tuesday 21st June 2011- UCP Forum 
Tuesday 5th July 2011 – NERSAP 
Tuesday 8th November 2011 – UCP forum 
Tuesday 22nd November 2011 - NERSAP 


