
Minutes of 34th NERS Advisory Panel Meeting Held at LR Offices, Coventry on 10th 
January 2012 

 
Attendees: 
Mike Cahill  Lloyds Register EMEA (Chair) 
Robert Seldon  Lloyds Register EMEA 
Bill D’Albertanson UK Power Networks 
Ian Cairns  Northern Powergrid 
Steve Holloway  Northern Powergrid 
Martin Gillick  Scottish and Southern Energy 
Nigel Evans  ScottishPower 
Dave Ball   Electricity North West 
Andrew Dresser GTC 
Steve Bolland   ASLEC (Amey) 
Graham Cotton ESP Electricity  
Mike Bracey   Morrison Utility Services 
 
Apologies: 
Paul Smith   Western Power Distribution 
Colin Jamieson  ESP Electricity 
Eirwyn Thomas  PowerSystems UK Ltd 
Chris Bean  Power on Connections 
 
 
1.0  Introductions 
 
Ian Cairns introduced Steve Holloway to the meeting.  Steve will replace Ian Cairns as 
the NPG representative at future meetings. 
Graham Cotton was deputising for Colin Jamieson as the ESP representative. 
 
 
2.0 Review of Minutes of NERSAP dated 29th March 2011 
 
The minutes of the NERSAP held on 29th March 2011 were accepted as a true record. 
 
 
3.0 Review of actions from the NERSAP dated 29th March 2011 
 
3.1 Memorandum of Understanding  

 
Signed MoUs were still outstanding from SSE and NPG.  The chair explained the 
importance of the documents, requested that these be expedited, and advised that if 
they still were still outstanding at the time of the next NERSAP it would be necessary to 
escalate the issue.  
 
Action: SSE / NPG to forward signed MoU to LR 
 
3.2 NERS Website Guidance 

 
Guidance on applying for the new NERS scopes of approval was now available on the LR 
website.  It was agreed that a link to the Ofgem website would not be progressed at 
this time - action completed.  
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4.0 Review of the minutes of the NERS UCP Forums dated 21st June and 8th 
November 2011 

 
4.1  Civil Engineering Works Undertaken by Non NERS Approved Contractors  
 
LR advised that the NERS Forum had discussed the use of sub contractors for civil 
engineering works.  The forum was of the view that the criteria for second tier approval 
was too demanding and proposed that it be relaxed.  DNOs were asked to consider the 
criteria (identified in Appendix 2.0 of the NERS Requirements Document) in preparation 
for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Action: All to review the criteria for 2nd Tier approval for discussion at the next NERSAP.  
 
4.2  Variations to Civil Engineering Designs for Substations to Operate at 33kV and 
Above 
 
A number of UCPs had reported that variations to standard civil engineering designs for 
substations operating at 33kV and above were being requested after work had been 
completed.  DNOs advised that civil engineering designs for 33kV and above were not 
standard and UCP designs were submitted for approval.  They also confirmed that 
variations to the contract drawings should not be requested after approval.  Specific 
issues should be progressed with the DNO concerned.  The DNO representatives at the 
NERSAP could not review further without specific information.    
 
Action: LR to inform the forum of the above.     
 
4.3  DNO Trade testing  
 
At the forum the UCPs had asked that the DNOs advise their intentions for DNO trade 
testing.  
 
(i) ENWL – advised that they required trade tests for all operatives who were to be 
authorised except for those carrying out dead connections.  There would be no 
requirement for repeating trade tests. 
 
(ii) ScottishPower – advised that their requirement was similar to (i) above and that there 
would be no requirement for repeat tests where authorisations were still current.    
 
(iii) UKPN – as the UCP distribution safety rules (DSRs) are to be used UKPN will not be 
authorising staff, however, they advised that they had developed an acceptance test 
and were issuing letters to individuals on successful completion.  The tests were not 
trade tests and the letters issued were only current whilst the individuals remained 
employed by the same UCP. 
 
(iv) SSE – advised their requirements for UCPs to demonstrate their procedures and to 
use their own DSRs, and for operatives to demonstrate their training.  It would be 
necessary to use SSE DSRs when the UCPs progressed to carrying out operational 
activities. 
 
 (v) NPG – NPG advised that their requirements were as (i) above and that operatives 
were required to use NPG DSRs.  Trade tests were not required for operatives known to 
NPG but would be required where operatives were unknown to NPG.  
 
(vi) WPD – WPD were not represented at the meeting.   
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ENW and SP both advised that they also gave consideration to authorisations awarded 
to operatives by other DNOs. 
 
It was mentioned that the document on the LR website relating to trade testing was 
from an Ofgem information gathering exercise a couple of years ago and was now out-
of-date, and whilst much of the information may still be correct and relevant it should 
be removed from the website. 
 
Action: LR to remove the DNO trade testing document from the NERS website.   
 
4.4  Qualifications of Design Approvers 
 
LR advised that the Forum had queried the qualification of design approvers in the NERS 
Requirements Document.  LR advised that the document was being revised and the 
latest draft would include revised qualification/experience requirements for persons 
appointed to approve designs.   
 
 
5.0 Status of NERS 

Previous  Current 
Total NERS Approvals   107   126 
Full NERS Approvals   43   52 
Full/Partial NERS Approvals  44   53 
Partial Approvals   20   21 
Suspended    0  0 
New Clients    6   27 
 
The above figures identify a vary significant increase in approvals and new clients 
 
 
6.0 Extension of Contestability – NERS Scopes for Network Connections  
 
6.1  Network Connections Terminology  

 
The term ‘Network Connections’, and its relationship to other live jointing scopes, does 
not appear to be well understood within the greater DNO/IDNO/UCP community.  
During discussion no obvious alternative was identified.  Members were asked to 
consider alternatives. 
 
Action: members to consider/suggest alternative terms for Network Connection scopes. 
 
Another view was that the existing terminology may be acceptable if a way could be 
found to promote understanding.  It was agreed that a scope guidance document be 
developed. 
 
Action: LR to develop draft scope guidance document, covering all scopes, see also item 
6.3.  
 
6.2 Project Management and Control and Management 
 
LR advised that the difference between the ‘Project Management’ and ‘Control and 
Management’ scopes was not fully understood within the wider community.  LR was of 
the view that as the project management scope is broken down it could be used to 
cover the scenarios currently covered by control and management.  LR would like to 
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incorporate this change into the latest draft of the revised NERS Requirements 
Document.  Members were asked to provide any comments to LR. 
 
Action: Members to consider the implications of removing the ‘Control and 
Management’ category and to provide any comments to LR by Friday 27th January 2012. 
 
6.3  Definitions for NERS Scopes of Approval 
 
Members were of the view that definitions of all NERS scopes, including those for 
Network Connections, should be included within the NERS requirements document.  LR 
advised their intention to prepare a short discussion document on the scopes for 
Network Connections, see item 6.1 above, and agreed to include all scopes.  This could 
catch a number of ongoing issues / queries, e.g. the Forum action regarding whether a 
UCP with LV Network Connection would be covered for Unmetered Network 
Connections.  Once developed consideration could be given to incorporating this into 
the NERS Requirements document.  Included in action on item 6.1. 
 
6.4  Progress on trials 
 
It was noted that information regarding the progress of DNO trials for Network 
Connections scopes was available in the ECSG sub-group minutes on the Ofgem 
website.  It was agreed that there was no benefit in duplicating this information in the 
NERSAP minutes - item closed. 
 
6.5  Further development of Network Connection Scopes 
 
The Forum had asked if there was a requirement for separate live and dead ‘termination 
scopes’.  The reasons for this were not clear to the NERSAP and it was suggested that 
the Forum be more specific in the type of work this would relate to. 
 
Action: LR to refer the separation of live and dead termination scopes back to the NERS 
Forum. 
 
The scope of connections to overhead lines was discussed.  This had been removed from 
the work of the Connections Working Group, however, the DNOs stated that they were 
prepared to consider the addition of new NERS scopes without requiring having to 
establish a new working group.  Some concerns were raised as work activities beneath 
live overhead lines (e.g. fixing of steelwork to poles) presented its own hazards.  It was 
agreed that DNOs would give consideration to how the Network Connection scopes 
could be further developed and where the priorities were. 
 
Action: DNOs to consider priorities for developing the Network Connection scopes.  
 
6.6  LV Operational Activities  
 
A UCP member suggested that further consideration should now be given to DNO trials 
and NERS assessments principles for the LV operational activities scope, and how there 
may need to be a phased development.   
 
Action: All to consider how to develop the scopes for Network Connections - 
Operational Activities. 
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6.7  Plastic and PILC cables 
 
The Forum had discussed if it was necessary for jointing of PILC cables to be witnessed 
to achieve ‘full’ status for the Network Connection scopes.  LR mentioned that the DNO 
could try to avoid this situation by selection of trial sites, however, as this moved to 
business as usual it would be hard to control the selection of the first site and the 
current rules are that LR are notified and attend the first site.  Other factors would also 
be taken into account such as past experience and authorisations and the site visit 
would still check other relevant items, e.g. identification of cables.  If required LR could 
then assess the UCPs jointing of the alternative cable type as part of the UCP’s 
surveillance programme.  Those DNOs who were instructing the UCP to use the DNO 
safety rules were satisfied that individual jointer competence was checked at the DSR 
authorisation stage.  Those DNOs who were requesting the UCP to use their own DSRs 
were concerned and may wish to undertake their own checks.  LR mentioned that they 
could provide information in the notes section on the website.  Members were asked to 
consider the above for discussion at the next NERSAP. 
 
Action: All to consider the need for individual site assessments for plastic and PILC 
cables for discussion at the next NERSAP.  
 
 
7.0 Extension of Contestability – Self-Determination of PoC 
 
It was envisaged that the approval for identifying Points of Connection (PoC) would be a 
category with the Design scopes. ENWL advised that trials for this activity were already 
underway in their area. The ENWL and UKPN representatives advised that they would 
raise the requirement for PoC proposals at the Extension of Connections sub group. 
 
Action:  The ENW and UKPN representatives to raise the requirement for PoC proposals 
at the Extension of Connections sub group. 
 
 
8.0 AOB 
 
UCP Performance - The ENWL representative asked what procedure should be followed 
where NERS approved UCPs were not providing a satisfactory level of performance. LR 
advised that where DNOs were not satisfied with the level of performance they should 
report the matter to the appropriate LR assessor or to Mike Cahill who would arrange 
for an investigation or an additional surveillance visit to be carried out and provide the 
DNO with feedback. 
 
Change of contact for NPG – NPG asked that LR records be amended to identify Steve 
Holloway’s as their contact.  
 
Action: LR to amend their records to identify Steve Holloway as the NPG contact. 
 
 
9.0 Dates of Future Meetings 
 
The next NERSAP is to take place at 10.30 am on Tuesday 20th March 2012 at LR 
Coventry Offices. 
 
Dates for other NERSAP meetings during 2012 are Tuesday 17th July and Tuesday 20th 
November.  


