
  
  

Minutes of 35th NERS Advisory Panel Meeting Held at  
LR Offices, Coventry on 20th March 2012 

 
Attendees: 
Mike Cahill     Lloyds Register EMEA (Chair) 
Bob Seldon     Lloyds Register EMEA 
Mark Tanner    Powersystems UK Ltd 
Nigel Evans    ScottishPower 
Dave Ball      ENWL 
Colin Jamieson   ESP Electricity 
Mike Bracey    Morrison Utility Services 
Paul Smith    WPD 
Andrew Wheatley  Power on Connections 
David Overman   GTC 
Steve Holloway   Northern Powergrid 
Bill d’Albertanson  UK Power Networks (part time by teleconference)  
 
Apologies: 
Steve Bolland    ASLEC/Amey/UMCCG 
Martin Gillick    SSE 
Eirwyn Thomas   Powersystems UK Ltd 
Chris Bean    Power On Connections 
 
 

1. Introductions 

Mark Tanner and Andrew Wheatley deputised for Eirwyn Thomas and Chris Bean respectively.  
David Overman has replaced Andrew Dresser as the GTC representative.  Dave advised that he 
had not received a notification regarding a UCP investigation.  LR confirmed that the circulation 
list is up-to-date and that the notification would have been sent to the GTC contact prior to the 
advised change.  LR agreed to re-send to Dave.   
 
 

2. Review of the minutes of the NERSAP dated 10th January 
2012  

The minutes of the NERSAP held on 10th January 2012 were accepted as a true record. 
 
 

3. Review of actions from the NERSAP dated 10th January 2012 

Ongoing actions relating to Network Connections scopes have been grouped under item 6.0. 
 
3.1 Memorandum of Understanding 

All DNOs and IDNOs have now signed the MoU with the exception of SSE.  LR undertook to 
contact SSE to progress. 
 
Action: LR to contact SSE to progress the MoU signing 
 
3.2 Civil Engineering Works Carried out by Non NERS Approved Sub 

Contractors 

With regards to the second tier accreditation members are satisfied with the current 
arrangements.  However, they are prepared to consider any specific change requests proposed 
by the NERS Forum.  It was also agreed that the scopes identified for the second tier scheme 
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within Appendix 2 of the NERS Requirements Document should be amended to qualify that 
‘backfill’ should be ‘backfill to tile/tape level’. 
 
Action: LR to provide feedback to the NERS Forum 
 
Action: LR to amend NERS Requirements Document Appendix 2 to include ‘backfill to tile/tape 
level’ 
 
With regards to the ongoing item regarding the use of Non NERS approved sub-contractors for 
street lighting activities this had been raised again in an e-mail from Steve Bolland who 
unfortunately was not in attendance.  UKPN advised that they had their own concerns about the 
sub contractors used by some NERS Approved UCPs for civil engineering works.   It was agreed 
that this should be discussed at the next meeting with Steve in attendance – item ongoing. 
 
The MUS representative advised the meeting about the Utility Strike Avoidance Group (USAG).  
He recommended membership of the group and undertook to provide information on the work 
of the group for circulation to members.  
 
Action: MUS to provide LR with information about the work of the Utility Strike Avoidance 
Group for circulation to NERSAP members 
 
3.3 Variations to Civil Engineering Designs for Substations to Operate at 

33kV and Above 

Discussion at NERS Forum noted - item closed. 
 
3.4 DNO Trade Testing 

WPD, who were not present at the last meeting, confirmed that they allow recognition of 
existing DNO authorisations / trade tests although they do require witnessing of the first joint 
undertaken – item closed. 
 
LR confirmed that the NERS website link to the outdated trade testing document has been 
removed – item closed. 
 
 

4. Review of the Minutes of the NERS Forum dated 6th March 
2012 

Any new items relating to Network Connections scopes have been grouped under item 6.0. 
 
4.1 Disconnections on Brownfield Sites 

In response to the discussion at the Forum the GTC representative advised that the MCCG were 
considering whether disconnections on brownfield sites was a suitable activity for competition in 
Connections and an update would be provided at an appropriate time – item closed. 
 
4.2 Professional Indemnity Insurance 

The NERS Forum had raised concern about the level of professional indemnity Insurance being 
requested by some DNOs. LR had advised that this was not a NERS matter and would be more 
appropriately discussed with the DNOs concerned and then, if not resolved, raised at the MCCG 
or UMCCG – item closed.  
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5. Status of NERS 

           Previous  Current 
Total Approvals        126   127             
Full Approvals        52    44 
Full/Partial Approvals      53    53 
Partial Approvals       21    30 
Suspensions         0    0 
New Clients         27    3 
 
 

6. Extension of Contestability Sub-Group – Network 
Connections 

Members from GTC and ENWL had both attended the last EoC Sub-Group meeting and provided 
an update on the Ofgem consultation process as follows.  It was generally accepted that 
competition was working for Network Connection low voltage jointing and although there were 
questions surrounding the success of HV jointing this is also considered to be a competitive area.  
It was agreed that LR should continue the assessment of UCPs for both of these activities.  The 
process for HV and LV operational activities was not fully developed and further pilots / trials and 
information were still required before this could be considered to be competitive.  
 
Following the update above the impact on NERS was further reviewed.  Considerations regarding 
the means of implementing HV and LV operational activities differed significantly between DNOs.  
UKPN was proposing the issuing of Isolation and Earthing certificates after which operations 
would be carried out under the UCP’s own DSRs.  This is a limited part of the new HV 
operational scope. It was agreed that the UCP would require the new scope with the limitation 
possible being included in the web-site notes.  UKPN was now offering a service to UCPs for 
intrusive means (e.g. signal injection) of identifying and then marking cables.  It was agreed that 
the UCP with jointing scopes could take advantage of this, there being no requirement to obtain 
a limited LV operational scope. 
 
It was agreed that LR should not further develop NERS until there was more certainty regarding 
the operational scopes.  The GTC and ENWL representatives agreed to discuss at the next EoC 
Sub-Group and provide feedback at the next NERSAP.  
 
Action: GTC and ENWL representatives to provide feedback from the EoC Sub-Group at the next 
meeting 
 
With regards to overhead lines it was agreed that LR should develop a new scope/s depending 
on demand although there is likely to be insufficient demand in most DNO areas.  Although 
Steve Bolland was not in attendance his e-mailed item regarding the preparation of a scope for 
connection and disconnection of single phase services to live overhead mains now available in 
WPD was discussed.  It was agreed that before LR should consider a new scope/s the UCP would 
be required to enter into formal discussions with WPD and for WPD to confirm to LR the 
principles involved.   
 
Action: SB to contact WPD to progress network connections - overhead lines activities 
 
ENWL advised that they had now ceased the provision of connections to street lighting mounted 
on wood poles. 
 
It was felt that the term for the new scopes of approval ‘Network Connections’ was confusing 
and the term Point of Connection Jointing had been proposed and was used in the latest draft of 
the NERS Requirements Document.  This was not agreed because the new scope would also be 
required for a Point of Diversion (POD).  A member proposed the term Distribution Network 
Connections and it was agreed that this term would be used.  
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(post mtg note – whilst this was agreed and is an apt name it is very similar to Network 
Connections and the slight change may result in even more confusion.  Therefore the NERS 
document will continue to use the term Network Connections until discussed again) 
 
LR advised that they were drafting two new documents. One of the documents would provide 
guidance on NERS scopes as they currently existed and the second document would be a 
discussion document on the future development of scopes.  LR advised that the draft documents 
should be ready before the next meeting.  
 
Action: LR to forward the draft documents for comment by members  
 
The current NERS Requirements Document does not provide for separate live and dead working 
scopes for Network Connections.  Following a review of the discussion at the NERS Forum the 
NERSAP agreed that the scopes should remain as identified within the current scheme document 
and the scopes should be clarified within the new scopes guidance document to be prepared by 
LR – item closed. 
 
It had been agreed that LR could witness whichever type of cable was presented when carrying 
out initial assessments and that the award of Full Approval for jointing at that voltage level 
would cover all different cable constructions, providing these were included within their 
management systems and associated procedures.  Concern about this issue had been raised by 
those DNOs who required UCPs to work under their own (UCP) DSRs and may wish to carry out 
their own further checks.  LR had raised the possibility of adding a note to the NERS website to 
identify the type of joint witnessed e.g. ‘first joint plastic’.  SSE was not in attendance at the 
meeting and WPD was not ready to make a decision during the meeting.  It was agreed that the 
decision would be postponed until SSE and WPD advised their requirements.  
 
Action: WPD and SSE to advise whether they required LR to provide notes identifying the cable 
types assessed on the NERS website    
 
A number of related items had been raised at the last NERS Forum. 
 
Labour-only sub-contractors - the meeting confirmed that the use of labour-only sub contractors 
was acceptable for Network Connections work activities provided that the NERS criteria were 
complied with – item closed.  
 
Pilots to Business as Usual (BAU) - the NERS Forum had asked when the network connection 
jointing was to be considered ‘business as usual’ rather than pilots or trials etc.  NERSAP 
members considered that the activities could become ‘business as usual’ following the 
completion of the Ofgem consultation process – item closed. 
 
DNO Charges for witnessing Network Connections - the NERS Forum had raised the issue of 
charges for undefined visits to be made by WPD witnessing distribution network connection 
jointing.  WPD advised that the charges were the same as for all connections and the necessary 
information is identified within the WPD procedure for this work - WPD Company Directive, 
Standard Technique: NC2J/2, implementation date January 2012 and which is available from the 
WPD Policy Department – item closed. 
 
Different approaches to Applications for Network Connection Jointing Applications within the 
same DNO Area - the NERS Forum had questioned why applications for new connections within 
the WPD area were not being treated consistently by the various depots.  WPD advised that any 
questions about this issue should be raised with the WPD Policy Department. Contacts within 
that department are Mike Smith and Tim Hughes – item closed. 
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7. Extension of Contestability – Self-determination of POC 

The GTC and UKPN representatives had attended the last POC working group and provided an 
update.  The group is to identify the value that could be obtained from the process.  The view is 
that NERS accreditation should be possible by October 2012.   
 
The working group had identified a number of items for consideration: scope and scale of the 
trials, ability of UCPs to carry out the task, how will the process work, technical challenges, 
operational challenges, contractual arrangements, NERS accreditation, definition of success and 
what will business as usual look like.  
  
Representatives of the working groups advised that consideration was also being given to the 
possible introduction of self determination of Point of Connections for LV generation.     
 
The GTC and UKPN representatives agreed to provide feedback at the next NERSAP meeting.  It 
was agreed that LR would not prepare draft scope/s at this stage. 
 
Action: GTC and UKPN representatives to provide feedback from the Self-Determination of POC 
Group at the next NERSAP meeting. 
 
On a related matter it was suggested that a category of approval within the NERS Design scope 
may be necessary for the design of unmetered supplies. 
 
Action: LR to consider/investigate the provision of a category within the NERS scopes of Approval 
for the design of unmetered supplies.  
 
 

8. National Jointer Competency Scheme 

ASLEC had sent a note to the chair asking that the NERSAP consider introducing a requirement 
for jointers employed by NERS Approved UCPs to be registered with a national jointer 
competency scheme and for this to be accepted by DNOs as a replacement for trade tasting.  It 
was agreed that the suggestion was good in principle and that the introduction of competency 
cards similar to those used in the water and gas industry would be beneficial, however, this has 
been an ongoing industry action for some years and is outside the direct control of the NERSAP.   
 
Action: LR to include the subject of a national jointer competency scheme as an agenda item for 
the next NERSAP.   
     
 

9. NERS Requirement Document – Draft Issue of Version 4.0 

Following the action at the last meeting and the responses received it was agreed that the scopes 
for Control and Management would be removed from the scheme documents.   
 
Action: LR to remove the Control & Management scopes from NERS documents 
 
LR had circulated a draft copy of version 4.0 of the NERS Requirements Document along with the 
NERSAP agenda and advised that the document did not provide for any significant changes to 
the scheme but incorporated requirements from all the scheme documents into one document. 
Members were asked to review the document and to provide LR with comments. 
 
Action: all members to review draft version 4.0 of the NERS Requirements document and provide 
comments to LR by 30th April 2012 
 
The draft document will then be revised taking into consideration all comments received from 
the NERSAP and the NERS Forum.  The item above (Control and Management removal) and the 
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network connections terminology (Network Connections to remain) will also be included in the 
next draft version for final comments prior to approval at the next NERSAP.     
 

10. Any Other Business 

10.1 Chair of the NERSAP 

The GTC representative questioned whether the current arrangement for the chair of the 
NERSAP was consistent with Memorandum of Understanding for the scheme.  LR asked 
members to consider whether they are satisfied with the present arrangements for the chair or to 
raise any concerns for discussion at the next meeting. 
 
Action: members to consider whether they are satisfied with the present arrangements for 
Chairing of the NERSAP in view of the wording of the Memorandum of Understanding for the 
scheme.  All members to respond LR, copy all members. 
 
 

11. Dates for next Meetings 

The next meeting of the NERSAP is to take place at LR Coventry offices on Tuesday 17th July 2012. 
 
Dates for future meeting of the NERSAP and the UCP Forum are: 
 
Tuesday 3rd July 2012     - NERS Forum 
Tuesday 17th July 2012     - NERSAP 
Tuesday 6th November 2012   - NERS Forum 
Tuesday 20th November 2012   - NERSAP 
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