
Minutes of the NERSAP Meeting 
Lloyds Register EMEA, Coventry on 17th July 2012 

 
Attendees: 
Mike Cahill (Chair)   Lloyds Register EMEA   mike.cahill@lr.org 
Bob Seldon     Lloyds Register EMEA   robert.seldon@lr.org 
Eirwyn Thomas    Powersystems (UK) Ltd   et@powersystemsuk.co.uk 
Nigel Evans    Scottish Power     Nigel.Evans@scottishpower.com 
Dave Ball      ENWL        david.ball@enwl.co.uk 
Colin Jamieson   ESP        colinj@espipelines.com 
Mike Bracey    Morrison       michael.bracey@morrisonus.com     
Paul Smith    WPD        PSMITH@WESTERNPOWER.CO.UK 
Paul Wragg     Power on Connections   paulwragg@poweronconnections.co.uk 
Steve Holloway   NPG        steve.holloway@northernpowergrid.com  
Aravin Vythilingam   Inexus        Aravin.Vythilingam@inexus.co.uk 
 
Apologies 
Fred Harrington   HEA/ETDE/UCCG    fred.harrington@etde.co.uk 
Martin Gillick    SSE        martin.gillick@scottish-southern.co.uk 
Bill D’Albertanson  UKPN        Bill.D’Albertanson@ukpowernetworks.co.uk 
David Overman    GTC         david.overman@gtc-uk.co.uk 
 
 

1. Introductions 

Paul Wragg has replaced Chris Bean as the representative for Power on Connections 
representing the NERS Forum.  Chris will also represent the MCCG whilst on the panel.   
 
Steve Bolland has relinquished his position as the representative for Aslec and the UCCG on the 
NERSAP.  Fred Harrington has taken over this role from Steve Bolland but Aslec has now been 
incorporated into the Highway Electrical Association (HEA). 
Note:  The HEA was formed in 2011 from the merger of ASLEC (the Association of Signals, 
Lighting and other highway Electrical Contractors) and HEMSA (the Highway Electrical 
Manufacturers and Suppliers Association).  As part of its activities, the HEA supports and 
administers the Unmetered Connections Customer Group (UCCG) which reports into Ofgem’s 
ECSG. 
 
The current intention is that Fred would sit on NERSAP representing both the HEA and the UCCG.  
 
Action: LR to raise the above arrangements for MCCG, UCCG, HEA and NERSAP representation 
at the next NERS Forum. 
 
 

2. Review of the Minutes of the NERSAP Dated 20th March 
2012  

A correction was required to Item 6.0 of the minutes of the NERSAP dated 20th March 2012 
where UKPN and SSE, rather than WPD and SSE, were to advise whether they required LR to 
provide notes on the NERS website identifying cable types. Other than this the minutes were 
accepted as a true record. 
 

3. Review of the Actions for the NERSAP dated 20th March 
2012 

Issues relating to Network Connections Scopes are addressed in item 6.0 
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3.1 National jointer Competency Scheme 

Aslec (now the HEA) had proposed that the NERSAP consider the introduction of a national 
jointer Competency scheme using Competency cards etc. as a replacement for trade testing. As 
the representative of the HEA was not present it was agreed that the item would be held over 
until the next meeting. 
 
Note: A member advised the meeting that EUSR were now identifying electrical 
competencies/authorisations on their skills cards. 
 
Action – LR to include the subject of a national jointer competency scheme as an agenda item for 
the next NERSAP.   
 
3.2 Memorandum of Understanding 

There was no change in the position relating to MoU in that all DNOs and IDNOs had signed the 
document with the exception of SSE.  LR undertook to contact the SSE representative and advise 
that it would be necessary to raise the issue with Ofgem unless the document could be signed 
without further delay. 
 
Action: LR to contact SSE and advise that it will be necessary to raise the issue of the signing of 
the MoU with Ofgem unless the document can be signed without further delay. 
 
3.3 Chairmanship of the NERSAP 

At the previous NERSAP the GTC representative had questioned whether the current 
arrangement for the chairmanship of the NERSAP was consistent with Memorandum of 
Understanding for the scheme.  LR had invited members to submit comments on whether they 
were satisfied with the present arrangements.  No comments had been received.  However, 
during the meeting a number of members expressed their opinion that they could see no reason 
for a change as the current arrangement worked well.  
 
Having considered the MoU LR advised that, as one of the functions of the NERSAP was to 
monitor the performance of LR, this would best be served if the chair was held by a DNO/IDNO 
representative provided that they were acceptable to all members and had the requisite 
knowledge of the scheme.  LR advised that they would continue to hold the chair for now, and 
were willing to continue holding the chairmanship in the future, but invited any interested 
parties to volunteer. 
 
Action: any parties interested in holding the chairmanship of the NERSAP to volunteer for the 
role.  

3.4 Civil Engineering Works Carried Out by Non NERS Approved Sub 
Contractors 

3.4.1 Criteria for Second Tier Accreditation 

LR advised that no suggested amendments to the second tier criteria had been received but that 
the NERS Forum members had been advised that they were welcome to raise any such issues for 
consideration at any time in the future – item closed. 
  
Note: The scopes identified for the second tier scheme within Clause 3.3.1 and Appendix 2 of 
the NERS Requirements Document were still to be amended to qualify that ‘Backfill’ should be 
‘Backfill to tile/tape level’. 
 
MUS had provided LR with information about the work of the Utility Strike Avoidance Group for 
circulation to NERSAP members. LR undertook to circulate the information. 
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Action – LR to amend the scopes identified for the second tier scheme in Appendix 2 (and in 
Clause 3.3.1 of the main text) of the NERS Requirements Document to identify ‘Backfill to 
tile/tape level’ 
. 
Action: LR to circulate information about the Utility Strike Avoidance Group to NERSAP members. 

3.4.2 Consistent Approach to the Use of Civil Engineering Sub-Contractors 

As neither the of the two main parties involved with this issue Bill D’Albertanson of UKPN and 
Fred Harrington of the HEA were present at the meeting the issue of the use of non NERS 
Approved sub contractors for civil engineering works was held over for discussion at the next 
NERSAP. 
 
Action: LR to include the use of non NERS Approved sub contractors for civil engineering works 
on the agenda for the next NERSAP meeting. 
 
 
3.5 Contact Details for UCPs/NERSAP Members 

The GTC representative had advised that he had not received notification about a UCP removed 
from the NERS website. LR had sent a further copy to GTC – item closed 
 
3.6 NERS Requirement Document 

3.6.1 Comments Received on NERS Requirements Document  

The only comments on the draft NERS Requirements Document were received from Morrison 
and these comments had been considered and included as appropriate – item closed. 
 

3.6.2 Control & Management and Project Management  
 

Some LR Assessors were not convinced that the term ‘Control and Management’ could be 
directly replaced by the term ‘Project Management’ so ‘Control and Management’ had been 
retained in the revised version of the NERS Requirement document until LR Assessors had the 
opportunity to discuss the issue further. 
 
Action - LR to refer the replacement of the term ‘Control and Management’ by the term ‘Project 
Management’ for discussion at the next LR Assessors meeting. 
 
 

4. Review of the Minutes and Actions of the NERS UCP Forum 
dated 3rd July 2012 

4.1 One Metre Rule for Unmetered Connections 

In view of the availability of the Network Connections scope, the Forum had suggested that the 
one metre rule for unmetered connections be discontinued and the NERS Requirements 
Document be amended accordingly.  LR advised that some UCPs carrying out unmetered 
connections work did not have the Network Connections live jointing scope but were still 
carrying out jointing on service cables in accordance with existing contracts. The NERSAP was of 
the opinion that principles relating to the minimum distance between jointing operations and the 
main should still be in place for these operations.  However, the one metre rule was considered 
impractical as on many occasions measurements could not be taken because the main did not 
need to be exposed to allow the jointing to take place.  A suggestion that joints be constructed 
away from the main having given due consideration to all considerations.  This was accepted by 
members.  
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Action: LR to remove the 1m rule and introduce alternative wording in the NERS Requirements 
Document.  
 
 
4.2 DNO Contact Details 

Some Forum members had experienced difficulty when trying to contact DNO contestable works 
representatives. It was agreed that LR would include the e-mail addresses of the NERSAP 
representatives on the minutes of the NERSAP meetings.   
 
Action: LR to include the e-mail addresses of the DNO NERSAP representatives on the minutes of 
the NERSAP meetings.  

4.3 Civil Engineering Works for Substations 

Civil engineering works covered by NERS are generally restricted to excavation and backfilling to 
tile tape level associated with the installation of underground cables. Further information is 
included in the NERS Scopes Guidance that was issued during the meeting – item closed.  
 
4.4 Cable Termination at Wood Pole Overhead Lines 

A UCP carrying out work on solar farm projects was required to carry out the fitting of 
switchgear to the termination pole, erection of the pole and termination of the cable at the pole 
mounted switchgear. Following completion of this work the DNO would string the final section 
of the line and carry out the energisation. The UCP Forum believed that an accreditation for 
Wood Pole OHL Installation should not be necessary for this work as the scope was so limited 
and asked the NERSAP for clarification. The NERSAP agreed that an accreditation for Wood Pole 
OHL Installation should not be necessary and suggested that the activity be included as part of 
one of the existing scopes of Approval.  LR agreed to consider which scope would be appropriate 
to include this activity. 
 
Action: LR to consider which scope could most appropriately incorporate the erection of a pole, 
fitting of switchgear and termination of cable to the pole mounted switchgear.   
 

5.   Status of NERS 

LR advised the numbers of UCPs currently Approved or being assessed under NERS. 

          Previous      Current 

Total Approvals        127       147        
Full Approvals        44         38 
Full/Partial Approvals      53        69 
Partial Approvals       30        40 
Suspensions         0        0 
New Clients         3        13 
 

 
6. Extension of Contestability – Network Connections 

6.1 Terminology for Network Connections Scope  

The NERSAP agreed that the term Network Connections would continue to be used.  
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LR had drafted a document entitled NERS Scopes Guidance which provides guidance on the 
original NERS scopes; hard copies of this document were issued to members during the meeting 
and LR undertook to circulate copies by e-mail to NERSAP members. A second document is still 
to be drafted which will discuss the future options for developing and rationalising all scopes.  
 
Action: LR to circulate electronic copies of the draft NERS Scopes Guidance Documents to 
NERSAP Members for comment.  DNOs/IDNOs to review it usefulness for their CiC teams 
 
Action: LR to draft a discussion document for future development of scopes.  
 
  
6.2 Categorisation of Scopes According to Cable Type  

The issue of identifying the types of joint witnessed at the first assessment on the NERS website 
had not been agreed as a decision was still required from UKPN and SSE. As neither of these 
parties was represented at the meeting the item was held over for discussion at the next NERSAP. 
 
Action: UKPN and SSE to advise whether they agree with the proposal for LR to provide notes 
identifying the cable types assessed on the NERS website.  
 
6.3 Progress Report from EoC Sub Group Members 

6.3.1 LV Jointing 

Trials for LV jointing were progressing well and LV jointing had now become business as usual in 
the ENWL area.  LV mains and service jointing for metered and un-metered connections is also 
BAU in all four WPD distribution areas.   

LV and HV jointing were likely to become contestable activities.  

6.3.2 Operational scopes 

DNOs advised that there had been very little UCP interest in the operational switching scopes. 
The requirements for operational scopes had not been determined with the exception of those 
for a limited HV operational scope which had been developed for UKPN and UCP assessments for 
this activity were taking place. UKPN criteria included a check to confirm that a comparison 
between DNO and UCP DSRs had been carried out.  UKPN were offering an LV operational 
service which members agreed would be of little benefit outside of UKPN.   
 
DNOs advised that they had proposed a voluntary standard for notification for operational 
switching requirements of 10 days for LV operations and 20 days for HV operations; this would 
be in line with the gas industry standard SLC15.   
 
Some UCPs advised that they would like to have the choice whether or not to carry out 
operational switching scopes.  
 
It was agreed that LR would not further develop operational scopes or the assessment of these 
scopes until there was a clear demand for such.  EoC sub group members would keep the 
NERSAP advised of progress. 
 
 

6.3.3 Connections to Overhead Lines for Unmetered Supplies  

Neither Steve Bolland nor Fred Harrington were present at the meeting and it was not known 
whether any formal discussions had taken place with WPD to ascertain the principals for the 
connection and disconnection of single phase services to LV overhead lines for unmetered 
connections.  As the HEA representative was not present this was held over for discussion at the 
next NERSAP – item ongoing.  
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7. Extension of Contestability – Self-determination of POC 

A further meeting of the PoC sub group had taken place. It was intended that POC trials run 
until October this year following which there would be an Ofgem consultation period so that a 
decision could be made about whether the process was suitable for competition and whether it 
could become business as usual.  
 
Revised terms of reference for the group had been presented and were reviewed at the meeting 
and a draft risk register made available. DNOs had reported progress to Ofgem and advised that 
there had been little UCP interest in participation in trials with the exception of GTC who had 
expressed an interest. One of the main issues to be addressed was the provision of network data 
to UCPs. A further meeting of the sub group was to be held in early September although no firm 
date had been agreed at this stage. 
 
Following the meeting Dave Ball made available slides identifying the aims/objectives of the 
Ofgem consultation process; these slides are appended to the minutes. 
 
Action: Dave Ball to prepare a note inviting UCPs to enter POC self determination trials and LR to 
circulate the note to UCPs. 
 
In response to the action regarding the requirement for an unmetered design scope it was 
agreed that this would be covered within the existing unmetered scope.   
 

8. Membership of NERSAP 

Steve Bolland had proposed that there should be more representation on the NERSAP for UCPs 
carrying out unmetered connections work.  As the MoU for the scheme required a three to one 
ratio any increase in representation for unmetered supply UCPs would need to be balanced by a 
reduction in representation for other UCPs. It was agree that this was an issue to be decided by 
the NERS Forum. 
 
Action: LR to add an item to the agenda for the next NERS Forum: the forum to consider their 
representation at NERSAP with a view to ensuring a fair balance for metered and unmetered 
connection work. 
     
 

9. Any Other Business 

There was only one item raised under any other business relating to the circulation of a note 
asking for volunteers to participate in trials for self determination of Points of Connection and 
this is covered under item 7.0 above 
 

10. Dates for next Meetings 

The next meeting of the NERSAP is to take place at LR Coventry offices on Tuesday 20th 
November 2012. 
 
Members are advised that there has been a change to the date for the next NERS Forum which is 
to be held on Thursday 8th November 2012 rather than Tuesday 6th November. 
 
Dates for future meeting of the NERSAP and the UCP Forum are: 
 
Thursday 8th November 2012   - NERS Forum 
Tuesday 20th November 2012   - NERSAP 
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